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Sat 6th Sept 
Thur 11th Sept 

02.00 pm 
07.30 pm 

Circle of Friendship at the Pettit Centre 
Parish Finance Committee 

EVENTS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE 
What is happening around our Diocese? Stay up to date with Archdiocesan 
events - https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/events/ 

HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY 
Prayerful best wishes to those who take the role of FATHER 
in our world today. 
Fatherhood is a blessing and a responsibility, a privilege to 
reflect the love of God the Father to your children – Tony 
Evans 

 
PARISH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 
Last Sunday the Parish held its AGM in the Pettit Centre. Thanks 
to all those who attended. We trust that you found it informative 
and positive. At the meeting there was good discussion on the 
budgets and assets owned by the parish, and on the 50th 
anniversary celebration for St Francis Xavier church on 9 November with a 
combined parish mass at 10am. 
At the meeting two Parish Councillors stood down as their two-year term was 
competed and not seeking re-election - our current Chairperson Darrell Mellow 
and AnnMarie Bailey. We thank them for the contribution to the life of the Parish 
over their tenure on the Council. 

 

Our Lady of the Valleys Parish 
 

Parish Priest Father Maleko Api-Tufuga 

Churches 
Our Lady of Grace Church, 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga (HTG) 
St Francis Xavier Church, 152 Stokes Valley Road. Stokes Valley (SV) 

Sunday Eucharist Sat 5:30 pm Vigil (SV)   8:30 am (SV) and 10:30 am (HTG) 

Weekday Eucharist 
Tuesday / Thursday 
Wednesday/Friday 
Saturday 

  9:30 am (Stokes Valley) 
  9:30 am (Heretaunga) 
  9:00 am (Heretaunga) 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament Friday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm (Heretaunga) 
Reconciliation By appointment with Parish Priest 
Presbytery and  
Parish Office 

5 Palmer Crescent  
Heretaunga 

Tel (04) 972 4282  

Parish Administrator Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Website www.olov.org.nz  E-mail office@olov.org.nz   pp@olov.org.nz  
St Brendan’s School 56 Palmer Cres Tel   (04) 939 1909 
        Newsletter 2 September, Term 3 2025 Newsletter 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

READINGS 
YEAR C 

7th September 2025 

7th Sept 
1st Reading 
2nd Reading 
Gospel 

Wisdom 9: 13-18 
Philemon (: 10.12-17 
Luke 14: 25-23 

 

14th Sept 
1st Reading 
2nd Reading 
Gospel 

Numbers 21: 4-9 
Philippians 2: 6-11 
John 3: 13-17 

UPCOMING EVENT 

https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/events/
http://www.olov.org.nz/
mailto:office@olov.org.nz
mailto:pp@olov.org.nz
https://stbrendans.school.nz/?mailpoet_router&endpoint=view_in_browser&action=view&data=Wzc4LCJmNjUzZWFiNTBiNzQiLDAsMCwwLDFd
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We welcome four new Council members: Eric Boamah, Antony Jayakody, 
Barbara Aukusitino and Viney Macaulay – thank you for offering your service. 
The new Parish Council will be formally commissioned as a body at the 
10:30am Mass on Sunday 21 September. 
 
THROUGH THE LENS OF THE GOSPEL 
No room for compromise 
What does Christianity have to offer that’s worth giving up 
everything else for, including one’s own life? More than we can 
fathom! Jesus offered his disciples a priceless treasure – true happiness, 
peace, and joy unending with the everlasting Father in his heavenly kingdom. 
And what does it cost to be a disciple of so generous a Lord who wishes to 
share everything he has with his beloved disciples? Jesus was utterly honest 
and spared no words to tell his disciples that it would cost them dearly to follow 
after him. To gain all, one must be willing to give all. There can be no room for 
compromise or concession with God. We either give our lives over to him 
completely or we keep them for ourselves. Paul the Apostle says, ‘We are not 
our own. We were bought with a price’ (1 Cor. 6:19b,20). That price is the blood 
of Jesus shed for us on the cross. Is your life given over to God? 
Count the cost 
Why does Jesus say we must ‘hate’ our families and even ourselves? The 
expression ‘to hate’ often meant to ‘prefer less’. Jesus used strong language 
to make clear that nothing should take precedence or first place in our lives 
over God. Jesus knew that the way of the cross was the Father’s way to glory 
and victory over sin and death. He counted the cost and said ‘yes’ to his 
Father’s will. We, too, must ‘count the cost’ and be ready to follow Jesus in the 
way of the cross if we want to share in his glory and victory. What is the ‘way 
of the cross’ for you and for me? 
 

CATHOLIC WOMENS LEAGUE FUNDRAISER 
FOR WOMENS REFUGE  
Support a good cause and join us for a fun-filled quiz night!  
There will be raffles and lucky ticket prizes. Supper will also be 
provided. Bring a gold coin for heads or tails 
WHERE: St Brendans School Hall on 12th September 2025 (7:15pm 

for a 7:30pm Start) Cost: Tickets cost $10 per person (5 to 8 per table) 
For further information Susan 021 0683 065 (email:vancara42@gmail.com) or  
Kathleen 027 659 0702 (email: kath.emmerson@xtra.co.nz). 
 
PARISH YOUTH GROUP 

Our parish youth group will have the following upcoming activity: 

Learning to Bake 

14th of September (Sunday)  

1pm at the Pettit Centre 

The activities are open to all our parish youth members (13-25 years old). 

 

mailto:vancara42@gmail.com
mailto:kath.emmerson@xtra.co.nz
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ARCHDIOCESAN COMMISSION FOR ECOLOGY, JUSTICE & PEACE 
'Environmental justice – implicitly proclaimed by the prophets – can 

no longer be regarded as an abstract concept or a distant goal. It is 

an urgent need that involves much more than simply protecting the 

environment. For believers it is also a duty born of faith, since the universe 

reflects the face of Jesus Christ, in whom all things were created and 

redeemed. In a world where the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters are 

the first to suffer the devastating effects of climate change, deforestation and 

pollution, care for creation becomes an expression of our faith and humanity.' 

- Pope Leo XIV,  

 
FILIPINO SUNDAY MASS 

12.30 pm, 7 September 2025 

Sacred Heart Cathedral, 40 Hill Street, Thorndon, Wellington  

Filipinos are encouraged to wear their Filipiñana for the mass. 

There will be a fellowship after the mass to celebrate the Birthday 

of Mama Mary and Father’s Day. All are welcome to join the 

Filipino Mass to be held on the following schedule: 

 
ST. CATHERINE'S COLLEGE 75TH JUBILEE 
St. Catherine’s College Kilbirnie is celebrating its 75th Jubilee 
over Labour Weekend, 24–26 October 2025. The long weekend 
will be an opportunity for past students and teaching staff to connect and share 
memories of their days at the College. Tickets are now on sale at 
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/WYU for three functions during the Jubilee 
weekend: 

• Friday 24 October 2025 Cocktail Party 5:30 to 8:30pm - $40 
• Saturday 25 October 2025 Jubilee Festival Noon to 3.00pm - $30 
• Sunday 26 October 2025 Liturgy & Lunch 11:30 to 2:00pm - $20 

Please email sccjubilee2025@gmail.com if you have any questions. We look 
forward to you joining our celebrations. 
 
 
Social Justice Week: Puritia Te Rangimarie - Build peace together 
Over 3 years Caritas has encouraged us to imagine and build peace. How 
might we do this here in Aotearoa? The ADW Bicultural Relations Committee 
is offering a 2-hour session to help us understand the Treaty of Waitangi and 
related questions such as the referendum on Māori wards during the coming 
local body elections. 
Thursday 11 September, 7pm at Sacred Heart Petone Hall 
Speaker: Mons. Gerard Burns 
 
 
 

https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/about/commission-for-ecology/
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/WYU
mailto:sccjubilee2025@gmail.com


 

P
ag

e4
 

JOSHUA CATHOLIC MEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
Come and join other men at Joshua Wellington’s next meeting 
on Thursday 18th September from 7:00pm for 7:30pm start in 
Connolly Hall (next to Sacred Heart Cathedral) followed by supper. 
Speaker: Rainer Hensel on “Discovering your spiritual gifts” 
Want to know more? Ring David Monastra 027-4477-280 or email: 
joshua.wgtn@gmail.com 
 
Faith-filled conversations to navigate Māori Ward Referendums 
This September, people across New Zealand are invited to vote on Māori 
wards in their local councils. Unsure what it means for your community? 
The ADW Bicultural Relations Committee is offering a 2-hour workshop created 
by Common Grace Aotearoa - to help us engage in the issue with faith and 
aroha. 
Join us at Ss Peter & Paul Church Hall, Lower Hutt, on Tuesday 16 September 
at 7pm. You'll hear from Mons. Gerard Burns and Edna Bell, watch video 
reflections from Māori Christian leaders, and take part in guided conversation 
and prayer. 
 
JUBILEE OF MIGRANTS 
Mass celebrated by Archbishop Paul Martin, SM on Sunday 14th September 
at 2pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral.  This will be followed by a Multicultural Meal, 
Fellowship, and Mini-Concert, with some communities rendering songs of hope 
from their homelands - 3pm at Connolly Hall.  All are welcome!  Koha 
appreciated and will be donated for the renovation of the Cathedral.  Welcome 
to bring a plate to share. Email m.bernardo@wn.catholic.org.nz for inquiries. 
 
GREENSTONE DOORS  
Is looking for a volunteer to help with our Saturday music playgroup! 
This would be from 9am-11am each Saturday at the Chanel Family 
Centre in Upper Hutt. If this sounds like you please email Jennie 
office@greenstonedoors.co.nz 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and 
unwell, and those who are lonely.  We pray also for those 
who have died recently especially Tony Conroy, Krystyna 
Wos, Ruth Treacy, and Christine Stevens, and for those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time. 

 

mailto:joshua.wgtn@gmail.com
mailto:m.bernardo@wn.catholic.org.nz
mailto:office@greenstonedoors.co.nz
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FOR THE YOUNG ONES 
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PUZZLE FOR YOU 
 
 

 


