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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED URGENTLY 
At Our Lady of Grace Church, Heretaunga 
Eucharistic Ministers, Cleaners, Cafe 
At St Francis Xavier, Stokes Valley 
Eucharistic Ministers, Cleaners. 
Please contact the office on 9724282 if you can help out. 

 
CWL MONTHLY MEETING 
All women are invited to our monthly meeting in the Pettit Centre at 
1:30pm on Wednesday 1st March. Come and join us for friendship 
and afternoon tea and hear one of our members share the 

interesting story of her life. 
At all Masses this weekend we will have a raffle with proceeds to go to 
Cyclone Gabrielle relief fund. 
 
 

 

Our Lady of the Valleys Parish 
 

Parish Priest Father Tony Kearns 

Church 
Our Lady of Grace Church, 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga (HTG) 
St Francis Xavier Church, 152 Stokes Valley Road. Stokes Valley (SV) 

Sunday Eucharist Sat 5:30 pm Vigil (SV)   8:30 am (SV) and 10:30 am (HTG) 

Weekday Eucharist 
Tuesday / Thursday 
Wednesday /Saturday 
Friday 

  9:30 am (Stokes Valley) 
  9:00 am (Heretaunga) 
  9:30 am (Heretaunga) 

Weekday Liturgy of Word and HC Wednesday   9:30 am (Stokes Valley) 
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament Friday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm (Heretaunga) 
Reconciliation By appointment with Parish Priest 
Presbytery and  
Parish Office 

5 Palmer Crescent  
Heretaunga 

Tel (04) 972 4282  

Parish Administrator Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Website www.olov.org.nz  E-mail office@olov.org.nz   pp@olov.org.nz  
St Brendan’s School 56 Palmer Cres Tel   (04) 939 1909 

1st Sunday of Lent 
READINGS 

YEAR A 26th February 2023 
YEAR B 

 
26th September 2021 

 
 

26th Feb 
1st Reading 
2nd Reading 
Gospel 

1 Genesis 2: 7-9, 3: 1-7 
2 Rom 5: 12-19 
Matt 4: 1-11 

 

5th Mar 
1st Reading 
2nd Reading 
Gospel 

1 Genesis 12: 1-4 
2Tim 1: 8-10 
Matt 17: 1-9 

EVENTS THIS WEEK  

Fri 24th Feb 
Sun 26th Feb 
Wed 1st Mar  
 
 
4TH March 

7:00 pm 
10:30 am 
6:30 am 
1:30 pm 
7:30 pm 
2:00 pm 

Stations of the Cross at St Francis Xavier STV 
Children’s Session Sac Prog Pettit Centre 
Early Morning Mass OLOG (additional) 
CWL Meeting 
RCIA Meeting in OLOG Meeting Room 
Circle of Friendship Pettit Centre 

http://www.olov.org.nz/
mailto:office@olov.org.nz
mailto:pp@olov.org.nz
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS – will be prayed each Friday of Lent at 
7:00pm in St Francis Xavier Church, Stokes Valley.  ALLWELCOME 
 

PARISH COUNCIL STRATEGY MEETING 
On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank not only the Parish Council members, but 
also the cross section of people from our Parish that gave up 
six hours of their time attending Saturday’s five-year strategic 

planning meeting that was run by Christine Walkerdine and Chris Duthie-Jong 
both from the Wellington Catholic Centre. The day was a very worthwhile 
exercise with a lot of great information collated that the Parish Council will 
now digest and use as the bases of our strategic plan for the next five years. 
A special thanks also goes to Veronica and Sarah from St Brendan’s School 
for making a classroom and the staffroom available for us to use and for 
organising the catering for the day. Warmest regards   Darrell 
Mellow Parish Council Chair. 
 
THROUGH THE LENS OF THE GOSPEL 
Can you believe Lent is here already? It seems like not that 
long ago I was decorating a Christmas tree! Time waits for no 
one and that is why it is important to make a mindful 
commitment now to not let this Lenten season pass you by. It is a great time 
to focus on growing as an everyday steward. The temptations are always 
there to procrastinate or to give in to spiritual laziness, but the Church's 
observation of Lent offers us so many tools to help us get on track. Increased 
devotions such as Stations of the Cross, various parish missions, or Lenten-
focused literature are all gifts that your parish may be offering to assist you in 
this season. 
 
With the Passion being the focus of Lent, it is easy to contemplate the value 
of true generosity. How could someone give more than Jesus? He gave until 
his life was spent on a cross. When contemplating how we can increase our 
generosity in all aspects of our life, we only need to look to the cross. Of 
course, this also brings home to us that more may be asked of us than we 
bargained. The temptation is to not give too much, out of fear that we might 
face persecution or worse. 
 
But we take solace in the fact that we are disciples of One who had the same 
temptations. He overcame those temptations. He rejected the easy way out. 
His love and generosity could not be contained. He gave it all so that you and 
I have the chance to do the same. This Lent, look to the greatest example of 
stewardship that ever lived. Jesus will show us the way to observe a Lent that 
will soon bring forth great Easter fruit. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
The Finance Committee is tasked with overseeing the physical 
assets and resources of the Parish.  Because of a couple of 
resignations from the Committee they are seeking interested parishioners to 
join them in the work they do to support the pastoral activities of the Parish. If 
you would like to join please contact the Chair Roger Wasson (021 1162653) 
or Fr Tony. 

 
HOLY HOUR 
You are invited to come to a Holy Hour on Tuesday 28 February at 
the Connolly Hall Chapel beginning at 7.30 pm to pray for vocations to 
the priesthood and consecrated life. This will be the first one for this 
year. Included in the hour will be prayers, praise and worship, 

scripture reading and silence, concluding with Benediction. All are welcome. 
 
NATURAL DISASTER INSURANCE COVER 
Recently Cardinal John gave his approval to Parishes to consider 
not having the above mentioned insurance.  Before the Finance 
Committee makes a decision on this matter we are asking the 
parishioners on their thoughts and ideas regarding this. The premium last 
year for all insurance was $25,918 of that amount $15,812 was for the natural 
disaster cover only. The Finance Committee have to give the Archdiocese our 
decision by the 17th of March.  Please contact Fr Tony or Roger Wasson 
regards this matter. 
 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDSHIP 
Our next gathering will be 2pm, SATURDAY 4 March at the 
Petit Centre, behind Our Lady of Grace Church. 
Our guest speaker will be Father Alfred Tong, who is newly 
ordained, and is based in the Wellington Archdiocese.  He will 
speak about his "Journey to Priesthood" 
As usual a gold coin donation or gift of toiletries would be 

most appreciated. 
We will end the afternoon with our usual chat and cuppa.  As usual our book 
swap table will be up and running.  Feel free to bring along any books you 
may wish to donate, and also you are welcome to borrow or keep 
any books in our collection. Te pai katoa 
 
LODGING AVAILABLE IN HERETAUNGA 
Quiet off-street room in Fergusson Drive, available early March. 
Share with the owner. Lodger has run of the house. There are several areas 
for solitude apart from the bedroom: covered sun-room, outside deck, small 
walled garden, separate dining room. $265/week, includes power. Twice 
weekly cleaner is included in room cost.  
The house is shared with my mother who is elderly and of limited mobility, but 
is sociable and good company. She has her own ensuite, a second bathroom 
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is available for the lodger. Carers visit morning and evening every day; there 
are no care expectations whatsoever for the lodger. 
Please contact Nick Taylor (021) 428392, or email taylorncb@hotmail.com . 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and 
unwell, those affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who 
are lonely. We pray also for those who have died recently 
including Mons John Carde. We pray also for those whose 

anniversaries occur around this time.  May they rest in peace. 
 
 

 
  

mailto:taylorncb@hotmail.com
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FOR THE YOUNG ONES 

 
 
 

PUZZLE FOR YOU 
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