Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
Parish Priest

Father Tony Kearns
Our Lady of Grace Church, 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga (HTG)
St Francis Xavier Church, 152 Stokes Valley Road. Stokes Valley (SV)
Sat 5:30 pm Vigil (SV)
8:30 am (SV) and 10:30 am (HTG)
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Tuesday / Thursday
Wednesday /Saturday 9:00 am (Heretaunga)
9:30 am (Heretaunga)
Friday

Churches
Sunday Eucharist
Weekday Eucharist
Weekday Liturgy of Word and HC
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
Reconciliation
Presbytery and
Parish Office
Parish Administrator
Website
St Brendan’s School

Wednesday
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Friday
10:00 am to 6:00 pm (Heretaunga)
By appointment with Parish Priest
5 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 972 4282
Heretaunga
Monday – Friday
9:00am – 1:00pm
www.olov.org.nz
E-mail office@olov.org.nz pp@olov.org.nz
56 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 939 1909

Fourth Sunday of Easter

25th April 2021

Readings for

25th April
nd

2 May

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Acts 4: 8-12
1 Jn 3: 1-2
Jn 10: 11-18

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Acts 9: 26-31
1 Jn 3: 18-24
Jn 15: 1-8

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE PARISH
Wed 28th Apr
10.00 am Coffee morning at Silverstream Bakery
st
Sat 1 May
02.00 pm Circle of Friendship, Pettit Centre

Though in ALERT LEVEL 1, we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT
TRACING for Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. QR CODES are
displayed in all Parish venues or manually sign in on the CONTACT TRACING
Sheets provided.

$794
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Weekly Banking

MY PASCHAL CANDLE DESIGN
The rose is considered by many to be the most beautiful and fragrant of
all flowers and, because of this the rose symbolises the mother of Jesus
and for all, Mary. The rose is also used as a symbol of Jesus.
The circle around the Cross represents the patron’s Cross of St
Brendan’ School. I put the circle around the Cross green because it
also represent the colour of Easter.
The number on the Cross has a meaning. The meaning of the number
represents the year of this Easter.
The sign of Trinity on the Cross represents holy infinite life and there is
another life after you die in heaven.
And the most important of all, the whole Cross. The whole Cross represents
the sign of St Brendan’s Cross because if you look at the St Brendan’s boat
there is a Cross on the flag.
Jun, Room 5

PLANNED GIVING – IRD CHARITABLE DONATION RECEIPTS
The receipts are ready and will be available at the foyer of both
churches. Kindly ensure that you pick up your receipts and the new
envelopes. If your Donation Receipt/Envelopes are not in the foyer of
the church please advise the Parish Office who can arrange for it to be
relocated for you.
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THE DEEP END
The Good Shepherd
In Jesus’ time, being a shepherd was not a pleasant job. Sheep
became easily lost and the shepherd’s job was to guide them back
to safety. There were many dangers and the sheep were totally dependent on
the shepherd. Shepherds would round up their sheep in the evening and
guide them into their pen. But it had no gate, so the shepherd would have to
lie across the space in case the sheep were attacked in the night. The
shepherds literally lay down their lives for their flock. John compares the
sacrifice of the shepherd to the ‘hired hand’ who is not really committed to the
flock. He does what he has to but flees at the first sign of trouble.
This Good Shepherd Sunday the Gospel describes Jesus as the ‘genuine’
Shepherd who wants a personal relationship with each one of us and who
would lay down his life for us. The Gospel emphasises the importance of
relationship as the shepherd knows his flock and cares for them. They ‘Follow
Him’ and it is not a Facebook or Twitter type of following, rather it is a genuine
relationship. Everyone matters to the Good Shepherd, regardless of their
situations. We are told ‘I know my own and my own know me’. We are called
today to follow Jesus in a more personal more intimate way. Even when we
stray off the path and get lost, it is then especially that the Good Shepherd
comes looking for us.
‘We think we are feeling from God, but in fact we are running into his arms’.
(Meister Eckhart)

VOCATION SUNDAY
In his message for Vocation Sunday, Pope Francis encourages young people
to be guided by St Joseph who, through his ordinary life, accomplished
something extraordinary in the eyes of God. “May (St Joseph) help everyone,
especially young people who are discerning, to make God’s dreams for them
come true. May he inspire in them the courage to say “yes” to the Lord who
always surprises and never disappoints." Pope Francis
Good Shepherd Sunday is a special day of prayer for vocations to the
priesthood. Please pray for our seminarians Alfred, Matthew, Kinh, Emilio,
and Gerson and for all those discerning the call to priesthood.
Could someone you know become tomorrow’s priest?
- Pray for this person.
- Invite him to consider priesthood.
- Affirm his gifts and qualities.
- Encourage him to be open to the possibility of priesthood.
CIRCLE OF FRIENDSHIP
Saturday 1st May,at 2 pm at the Petit Centre, behind Our Lady of
Grace Church. Our speaker is Jennie Peterson, a member of St
Mary's Anglican Church, President of the Over 60's Silverstream
Branch, a liver transplant recipient speaking about her life.
We will follow this with a cuppa together. Please feel free to bring along a
friend. A small donation of toiletries or a gold coin would be much
appreciated. Also our book swap table is in need of a few
more books if you have any to bring along.
HELP!!!
Request – for Rosary Beads and toiletries
We are looking for helpto supply the Medical Ward at Lower Hutt Hospital
with basic toiletries, e.g. soap, deodorant, brush, comb, toothpaste,
toothbrush – for those who have an unexpected visit to hospital.
The request for rosary beads is for patients in End of Life Care at Lower Hutt
Hospital.
If you can help with this please ring Chris 5287847 or Marilyn 5284869.

XLT YOUTH WORSHIP NIGHT
Celebrate the Easter season by coming along to the first XLT (eXaLT)
worship night of the year!
XLT is a night of fellowship, prayer, food, live praise & worship, Reconciliation
and Eucharistic Adoration, all centered around a theme and aimed at Year 9-
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HOLY HOUR
You are invited to come to a Holy Hour on Tuesday 27 April at
the Connolly Hall Chapel beginning at 7.30 pm to pray for
vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. Included in the
hour will be hymns, prayers, scripture reading and silence,
concluding with Benediction. All are welcome.

13 students (but open to young and old alike!). Join us at 7pm on Friday 30th
April at St Joseph’s Mt Victoria. (Search XLT April on Facebook for more
details!).
FAMILY PILGRIMAGE WITH MARY IN HONOUR OF ST. JOSEPH
Join the Family Pilgrimage with Mary in honour of St. Joseph on May 1 & 2
(Sat-Sun) to pray for the needs of families starting with Mass at 9:00 am at St.
Joseph's Church, Mt Victoria Wellington followed by a trip to other churches
dedicated to St. Joseph. Visit www.marriageandfamily.org.nz or email
psison@marriageandfamily.org.nz for more information.
ECOLOGY, JUSTICE AND PEACE
An evangelizing community gets involved by word and deed in people’s daily
lives; it bridges distances, it is willing to abase itself if necessary, and it
embraces human life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ in others.
Evangelizers thus take on the “smell of the sheep” and the sheep are willing
to hear their voice.
Pope Francis: Evangelii Gaudium
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell,
those affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely
and worried. We pray also for those who have died recently
including Ron Gillies, and Robert Lendrum, and for those whose anniversary
occurs at this time. May they rest in peace.

Alfred Tong

Matthew White

Kinh Nguyen

Emilio Capin

Gerson Badayos

“We had an ordinary conversation,
until something made her say to
me “I don’t know, you probably will
make something great out of your
pharmacy career, but have you
ever considered ‘The Vocation’?”

“I’ve always had a desire to know
more about God and to love Him
more. I tried serving God in all
sorts of ways – as a high school
teacher, in youth groups, as lay
pastoral leader – but I always felt
there was something more… I had
ignored the call for many years.
Many people – priests, parishioners,
family - have helped me in my
discernment and encouraged me
to give priesthood a go.

“My cousin was a religious priest
and I still remember watching him
giving the Eucharist during Sunday
Mass. One day he spoke to me
about his life as a priest, and how
he experienced his vocation.
Finally, he asked me – ‘would you
like to become a priest?’ I said
no, because I didn’t think I was
intelligent or holy enough, and so I
felt I was not worthy. But he assured
me that no one is worthy, and
suggested that I think about it….

“As a youth I was moved by St
John Paul II’s words: “Jesus is
present in the Eucharist to be met,
loved, received and consoled.”
I grew to love the Eucharist.
Somehow, I felt there was an
emptiness
l
d
in me that could not be
filed by obt ai ni ng a degr ee, or
fini ng a good job. I w
a s invol ved
in many ministries in my parish, but
this too was not enough.

“One day I watched a video of
Pope Francis about vocation. I
cannot exactly recall what he
said, but what I remembered
was, “If you have that sense of
the vocation, cultivate that, it’s
actually God himself who puts that
in your heart”. It struck me... After
watching it, I started searching...

It wasn’t until I attended a Chrism
Mass in Wellington a few years
later that the notion of priesthood
felt tangible, when the priests of
the Archdiocese renewed their
vocational promises. Remembering
the love I had received from my
parish priest and parishioners, I felt
a niggle to respond.….”
Alfred is from St Joseph’s Parish, Upper
Hutt. He started his seminary formation
in 2016.

2021

I’m a Kiwi guy... I love rugby, I love
cricket, going out with the boys
and having a drink… but God calls
average Kiwi guys, and He has
called me to serve and to give His
love to His people.”
Matthew is from Te Ngakau Tapu
Parish, Porirua. He started his seminary
formation in 2019.

Now I know that it is not because
I am worthy that God calls me to
priesthood, but because of His
great love for me.”
Kinh is from Vietnam. He arrived in
Wellington in 2018 and started his
seminary formation in 2019.

Finally, in my thirties, I started to
seriously discern the vocation to
the priesthood. I am very happy
to have the opportunity to receive
formation to the priesthood in the
Archdiocese of Wellington.”

Coming here has made me realize
that responding to God’s invitation
is not about being worthy or
having the resources, but rather
about taking a leap of faith and
having the courage to go on
an adventure with Him, even to
places out of your comfort zone.”

Emilio is from the Philippines. He
spent a year in the Catholic Parish
of Wellington South, and started his
seminary formation in February 2020.

Gerson is from the Philippines. He spent
a year in Sacred Heart Cathedral
Parish, and started his seminary
formation in February 2021.
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Please pray for our seminarians
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SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

