Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
Parish Priest

Father Tony Kearns
Our Lady of Grace Church, 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga (HTG)
St Francis Xavier Church, 152 Stokes Valley Road. Stokes Valley (SV)
Sat 5:30 pm Vigil (SV)
8:30 am (SV) and 10:30 am (HTG)
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Tuesday / Thursday
Wednesday /Saturday 9:00 am (Heretaunga)
9:30 am (Heretaunga)
Friday

Churches
Sunday Eucharist
Weekday Eucharist
Weekday Liturgy of Word and HC
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
Reconciliation
Presbytery and
Parish Office
Parish Administrator
Website
St Brendan’s School

Wednesday
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Friday
10:00 am to 6:00 pm (Heretaunga)
By appointment with Parish Priest
5 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 972 4282
Heretaunga
Monday – Friday
9:00am – 1:00pm
www.olov.org.nz
E-mail office@olov.org.nz pp@olov.org.nz
56 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 939 1909

Third Sunday of Easter

18th April 2021

Readings for

18th April

th

25 April

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19
Jn 2: 1-5
Lk 24: 35-48

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Acts 4: 8-12
1 Jn 3: 1-2
Jn 10: 11-18

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE PARISH
Wed 21st Ap
11.00 am Mass with Anointing at the Pettit Centre
Thurs 23rd Apr
7.30 pm Parish Liturgy Meeting

Though in ALERT LEVEL 1, we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT
TRACING for Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. QR CODES are
displayed in all Parish venues or manually sign in on the CONTACT TRACING
Sheets provided.

$1589.30

MY PASCHAL CANDLE DESIGN
The rose is considered by many to be the most beautiful and fragrant of
all flowers and, because of this the rose symbolises the mother of
Jesus and for all, Mary. The rose is also used as a symbol of Jesus.
The circle around the Cross represents the patron’s Cross of St
Brendan’ School. I put the circle around the Cross green because it
also represent the colour of Easter.
The number on the Cross has a meaning. The meaning of the number
represents the year of this Easter.
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Weekly Banking

The sign of Trinity on the Cross represents holy infinite life and there is
another life after you die in heaven.
And the most important of all, the whole Cross. The whole Cross represents
the sign of St Brendan’s Cross because if you look at the St Brendan’s boat
there is a Cross on the flag.
Jun, Room 5

‘You are Witnesses of these things’
Today’s Gospel is one of the resurrection accounts from St Luke’s
Gospel. It begins with the disciples recalling their experience on
the road to Emmaus and how they recognised Jesus in the breaking of the
bread. The Gospel continues into another account of the Risen Jesus with his
disciples. Jesus interrupts the disciple’s story and greets them with ‘Peace’
(Shalom) yet, in this account, they are terrified by this. Jesus shows them his
wounds and Luke tells us that they are full of joy, but they still can’t believe it
and think it is a ghost. Jesus shows them that he is no ghost as he asks for
food and eats fish with them. Jesus then journeys with them back through the
scriptures in order to open their minds. He speaks to them compassionately,
trying to relieve their anxiety and fear.
Jesus tells the disciples that ‘you are witnesses of these things’. Luke wants
to establish an important point, that these disciples are witnesses to the
Resurrection, they ate with Jesus after his death and he opened their minds.
The Resurrection accounts in the Gospels are not fantasy, they are the actual
experiences of Jesus’ disciples. So often in Luke’s Gospel Jesus conveys his
message through food and banquets, moments of celebration. The Risen
Christ brings compassion and joy into difficult spaces. Today let us share with
Jesus the situations in our lives which need an injection of compassion and
Easter joy.
‘Every year the dull and dead in us meets our Easter challenge: to be open to
the unexpected, to believe beyond our security, to welcome God in every
form, and trust in our own greening.’
(Joyce Rupp)
PLANNED GIVING – IRD CHARITABLE DONATION RECEIPTS
The New Tax year begins on Thursday the 1st of April. Over the next
couple of weeks the Parish Office will be preparing and checking the
tax Inland Revenue charitable donation receipts for 2020-21. These
will be available by end of April early May.
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FAMILY PILGRIMAGE WITH MARY IN HONOUR OF ST. JOSEPH
Join the Family Pilgrimage with Mary in honour of St. Joseph on May 1 & 2
(Sat-Sun) to pray for the needs of families starting with Mass at 9:00 am at St.
Joseph's Church, Mt Victoria Wellington followed by a trip to other churches
dedicated to St. Joseph. Visit www.marriageandfamily.org.nz or email
psison@marriageandfamily.org.nz for more information.

QUARTERLY FINANCE REPORT January – March 2021
Operating Income
Less Expenditures
Pastoral Costs
Property Costs*
Administration Costs
Total Operating Expenditure
Operating Surplus (Deficit)
Balance Sheet Flows
Balance Sheet Inflows
Balance Sheet Outflows
Excess/(Deficit) for the Qtr

53,040
(19,841)
(10,528)
(3,144)
(33,514)
19,527
1,733
(3,995)
17,265

CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH
Pope Francis declared this year as the Year of St. Joseph. St.
Joseph is the Foster Father of Jesus, Patron of the Universal
Church and Pillar of Families. In the midst of crisis, confusion and
a world at odds with Christian values, it is time to entrust
ourselves to our spiritual father. Join the 33 Day Consecration to
St. Joseph starting on March 30th to the Day of Consecration,
May 1st, the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker. Register at
www.marriageandfamily.org.nz or email info@marriageandfamily.org.nz for
more information. - The Centre for Marriage and Family (CMF)

GREENSTONE DOORS is looking for volunteers!
We have shifts available at our Lower Hutt and Upper Hutt
Centres.
You must be able to:
· Commit to one shift per week
· Have a heart for women and children
· Work with a diverse range of people in a non-judgmental way
· Provide two referees and be police checked
· Attend training sessions
If you are interested or for more information, please email Jennie
office@greenstonedoors.co.nz
To
find
out
more
about
Greenstone
Doors
please
visit
www.greenstonedoors.co.nz
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CAN YOU HELP US...?
St Brendans School are looking for a helpful member of the
community with some skills in concreting, to set in some new
ground sockets for their netball goal posts. If you can help or
know someone who can, please get in touch with Katy Evans on 021 112
4184 or ptf@stbrendans.school.nz. THANK YOU!!!

NZ CATHOLIC has been named as Publication of the Year
at the Australasian Religious Press Association 2020
Awards. The April 18 – May 1 issue of NZ Catholic is out now. Some
headlines are:
Plea for more prayers
for vocations. Theological college to move to new Auckland campus. 500
years of Catholic faith in Philippines celebrated in Auckland and Wellington.
Pope condolences on death of Prince Philip.
The next issue of NZ Catholic will be published on May 2.
ECOLOGY, JUSTICE AND PEACE
The peace of Jesus awakens mission. It entails not ease and comfort, but the
challenge to break out of ourselves. The peace of Jesus frees from the selfabsorption that paralyzes; it shatters the bonds that keep the heart
imprisoned.
Pope Francis: Homily 11 April 2021
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell,
those affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely
and worried. We pray also for those who have died recently
including Ron Gillies, and Robert Lendrum, and for those whose anniversary
occurs at this time especially Alan Ford, Sheila Dillon (13th Apr) and Valerie
Gibbons-Dillon (11th Apr). May they rest in peace.

Alfred Tong

Matthew White

Kinh Nguyen

Emilio Capin

Gerson Badayos

“We had an ordinary conversation,
until something made her say to
me “I don’t know, you probably will
make something great out of your
pharmacy career, but have you
ever considered ‘The Vocation’?”

“I’ve always had a desire to know
more about God and to love Him
more. I tried serving God in all
sorts of ways – as a high school
teacher, in youth groups, as lay
pastoral leader – but I always felt
there was something more… I had
ignored the call for many years.
Many people – priests, parishioners,
family - have helped me in my
discernment and encouraged me
to give priesthood a go.

“My cousin was a religious priest
and I still remember watching him
giving the Eucharist during Sunday
Mass. One day he spoke to me
about his life as a priest, and how
he experienced his vocation.
Finally, he asked me – ‘would you
like to become a priest?’ I said
no, because I didn’t think I was
intelligent or holy enough, and so I
felt I was not worthy. But he assured
me that no one is worthy, and
suggested that I think about it….

“As a youth I was moved by St
John Paul II’s words: “Jesus is
present in the Eucharist to be met,
loved, received and consoled.”
I grew to love the Eucharist.
Somehow, I felt there was an
emptiness
l
d
in me that could not be
filed by obt ai ni ng a degr ee, or
fini ng a good job. I w
a s invol ved
in many ministries in my parish, but
this too was not enough.

“One day I watched a video of
Pope Francis about vocation. I
cannot exactly recall what he
said, but what I remembered
was, “If you have that sense of
the vocation, cultivate that, it’s
actually God himself who puts that
in your heart”. It struck me... After
watching it, I started searching...

It wasn’t until I attended a Chrism
Mass in Wellington a few years
later that the notion of priesthood
felt tangible, when the priests of
the Archdiocese renewed their
vocational promises. Remembering
the love I had received from my
parish priest and parishioners, I felt
a niggle to respond.….”
Alfred is from St Joseph’s Parish, Upper
Hutt. He started his seminary formation
in 2016.

2021

I’m a Kiwi guy... I love rugby, I love
cricket, going out with the boys
and having a drink… but God calls
average Kiwi guys, and He has
called me to serve and to give His
love to His people.”
Matthew is from Te Ngakau Tapu
Parish, Porirua. He started his seminary
formation in 2019.

Now I know that it is not because
I am worthy that God calls me to
priesthood, but because of His
great love for me.”
Kinh is from Vietnam. He arrived in
Wellington in 2018 and started his
seminary formation in 2019.

Finally, in my thirties, I started to
seriously discern the vocation to
the priesthood. I am very happy
to have the opportunity to receive
formation to the priesthood in the
Archdiocese of Wellington.”

Coming here has made me realize
that responding to God’s invitation
is not about being worthy or
having the resources, but rather
about taking a leap of faith and
having the courage to go on
an adventure with Him, even to
places out of your comfort zone.”

Emilio is from the Philippines. He
spent a year in the Catholic Parish
of Wellington South, and started his
seminary formation in February 2020.

Gerson is from the Philippines. He spent
a year in Sacred Heart Cathedral
Parish, and started his seminary
formation in February 2021.

Page4

Please pray for our seminarians
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SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

