Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
Parish Priest

Father Tony Kearns
Our Lady of Grace Church, 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga (HTG)
St Francis Xavier Church, 152 Stokes Valley Road. Stokes Valley (SV)
Sat 5:30 pm Vigil (SV)
8:30 am (SV) and 10:30 am (HTG)
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Tuesday / Thursday
Wednesday /Saturday 9:00 am (Heretaunga)
9:30 am (Heretaunga)
Friday

Churches
Sunday Eucharist
Weekday Eucharist
Weekday Liturgy of Word and HC
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
Reconciliation
Presbytery and
Parish Office
Parish Administrator
Website
St Brendan’s School

Wednesday
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Friday
10:00 am to 6:00 pm (Heretaunga)
By appointment with Parish Priest
5 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 972 4282
Heretaunga
Monday – Friday
9:00am – 1:00pm
www.olov.org.nz
E-mail office@olov.org.nz pp@olov.org.nz
56 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 939 1909

Second Sunday of Easter

11th April 2021

Readings for
th

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Acts 4: 32-35
Jn 5: 1-6
Jn 20: 19-31

th

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19
Jn 2: 1-5
Lk 24: 35-48

11 April
18 April

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE PARISH
Wed 14th Apr
9.30 am Liturgy of the Word and Communion at SFX
th
Thurs 15 Apr
7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting at Heretaunga
THERE WILL BE no ANNOINTING MASS
Thurs 15th Apr
AT STOKESWOOD REST HOME
Though in ALERT LEVEL 1, we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT
TRACING for Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. QR CODES are
displayed in all Parish venues or manually sign in on the CONTACT TRACING
Sheets provided.

$1630.80

MY PASCHAL CANDLE DESIGN
The rose is considered by many to be the most beautiful and fragrant of
all flowers and, because of this the rose symbolises the mother of
Jesus and for all, Mary. The rose is also used as a symbol of Jesus.
The circle around the Cross represents the patron’s Cross of St
Brendan’ School. I put the circle around the Cross green because it
also represent the colour of Easter.
The number on the Cross has a meaning. The meaning of the number
represents the year of this Easter.
The sign of Trinity on the Cross represents holy infinite life and there is
another life after you die in heaven.
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Weekly Banking

And the most important of all, the whole Cross. The whole cCcross
represents the sign of St Brendan’s Cross because if you look at the St
Brendan’s boat there is a Cross on the flag.
Jun, Room 5

Shalom
We do not come through suffering and difficult times
unscarred. We are changed by them. Often it brings some
sort of growth into our lives and usually it is not a pleasant
experience. We only have to think of the past year of
lockdowns and isolation and fear. In Pope Francis’ new book, Let us Dream,
he says ‘To enter into crisis is to be sifted. Your categories and ways of
thinking get shaken up; your priorities and lifestyles are challenged. You
cross a threshold, either by your own choice or by necessity, because there
are crises, like the one we are going through, that you can’t avoid.’
Today’s Gospel shows us that even the most difficult situations can be
transformed. The Risen Christ stands amongst the disciples even though the
doors were firmly closed. The peace that he gives them (Shalom) is a peace
of body, of mind and of spirit and it moves the disciples from despair and
being ‘locked away’ to ‘rejoicing’. Jesus then asks the disciples to be an
unending witness to God’s love. They, and we, are invited to be for others
what Jesus has been for them. The Risen Jesus is active in all our lives and
in the world around us, but we must be careful not to close ourselves off or let
fear take over. John tells us that he writes these things so that we may come
to believe and have life. Our call is to bring this peace and joy to others, ‘so I
send you’. Who can you reach out to today?

CIRCLE OF FRIENDSHIP
Last Saturday 24 attendees came along to hear Silverstream
resident, 91 year old Isabel Millward, recount her interesting
and often hilairious memories of 25 years of life on Somes
Island.
(An article published in the Dom Post on the occasion of her
80th birthday can be found on Stuff3173588/After-50-years-away –she stillcalls-island-home)
A thank you letter was received from the Wellington free ambulance for our
donation given from the gold coin entry donations.
An entertaining speaker, fellowship, (Easter eggs!) and afternoon tea was
enjoyed by all.
Next gathering will be on May 1st in Petit Centre at 2pm. All welcome.
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PLANNED GIVING – IRD CHARITABLE DONATION RECEIPTS
The New Tax year begins on Thursday the 1st of April. Over the next
couple of weeks the Parish Office will be preparing and checking the
tax Inland Revenue charitable donation receipts for 2020-21. These
will be available by end of April early May.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE
Fun Quiz Night at St. Joseph's School Hall on Friday 16th of April at
7:30pm. Organised by the CWL Upper Hutt Branch. Tickets on sale
now - $10.00 per person available from Christine 971 8712 or Susan
970 3730. Start 7:30pm. Proceeds to the NZ Down Syndrome Assn
and the St Vincent de Paul Society UH. Tables: 6- 8 people per table. Supper
provided. Raffles on sale.
FAMILY PILGRIMAGE WITH MARY IN HONOUR OF ST. JOSEPH
Join the Family Pilgrimage with Mary in honour of St. Joseph on May 1 & 2
(Sat-Sun) to pray for the needs of families starting with Mass at 9:00 am at St.
Joseph's Church, Mt Victoria Wellington followed by a trip to other churches
dedicated to St. Joseph. Visit www.marriageandfamily.org.nz or email
psison@marriageandfamily.org.nz for more information.
QUARTERLY FINANCE REPORT January – March 2021
Operating Income
Less Expenditures
Pastoral Costs
Property Costs*
Administration Costs
Total Operating Expenditure
Operating Surplus (Deficit)
Balance Sheet Flows
Balance Sheet Inflows
Balance Sheet Outflows
Excess/(Deficit) for the Qtr

53,040
(19,841)
(10,528)
(3,144)
(33,514)
19,527
1,733
(3,995)
17,265
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PARISH COMMUNICATIONS
The sudden move to ALERT LEVEL 2 for COVID-19 provides a
reminder about keeping in touch with parishioners not just through
this newsletter. Each week the newsletter is emailed out to a
distribution list maintained in the Parish Office. This list of
parishioners’ email addresses is also used to provide information around
changes that occur at short notice such as services, events being changed or
cancelled.
If you are not on this distribution, we encourage you to provide your email
address to us - just email the office asking to be put on the Distribution List.
Also if you know of a neighbour-parishioner who does not have an email
address please take the time to bring the details of any such emails to their
attention.

CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH
Pope Francis declared this year as the Year of St. Joseph. St.
Joseph is the Foster Father of Jesus, Patron of the Universal
Church and Pillar of Families. In the midst of crisis, confusion and
a world at odds with Christian values, it is time to entrust
ourselves to our spiritual father. Join the 33 Day Consecration to
St. Joseph starting on March 30th to the Day of Consecration,
May 1st, the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker. Register at
www.marriageandfamily.org.nz or email info@marriageandfamily.org.nz for
more information. - The Centre for Marriage and Family (CMF)
CAN YOU HELP US...?
St Brendans School are looking for a helpful member of the
community with some skills in concreting, to set in some new
ground sockets for their netball goal posts. If you can help or
know someone who can, please get in touch with Katy Evans on 021 112
4184 or ptf@stbrendans.school.nz. THANK YOU!!!
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell,
those affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely
and worried. We pray also for those who have died recently
including Ron Gillies, and Robert Lendrum, and for those whose anniversary
occurs at this time. May they rest in peace.
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SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

