Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
Parish Priest

Father Tony Kearns
Our Lady of Grace Church, 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga (HTG)
St Francis Xavier Church, 152 Stokes Valley Road. Stokes Valley (SV)
Sat 5:30 pm Vigil (SV)
8:30 am (SV) and 10:30 am (HTG)
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Tuesday / Thursday
Wednesday /Saturday 9:00 am (Heretaunga)
9:30 am (Heretaunga)
Friday

Churches
Sunday Eucharist
Weekday Eucharist
Weekday Liturgy of Word and HC
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
Reconciliation
Presbytery and
Parish Office
Parish Administrator
Website
St Brendan’s School

Wednesday
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Friday
10:00 am to 6:00 pm (Heretaunga)
By appointment with Parish Priest
5 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 972 4282
Heretaunga
Monday – Friday
9:00am – 1:00pm
www.olov.org.nz
E-mail office@olov.org.nz pp@olov.org.nz
56 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 939 1909

Palm Sunday

28th March 2021

Readings for

28 March

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Mk 11: 1-10
Is 50: 4-7
Mk 14: 1 15:47

4th April

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Acts 10: 34, 37-43
Col : 1-4
Jn 20: 1-9

th

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE PARISH
Tue 30th Mar
7.00 pm Chrism Mass at St Teresa’s, Karori
st
Wed 31 Mar
6:30 am Early Morning Mass at OLOG
st
Wed 31 Mar
10.00 am Parish Morning Tea - Cafe Equinox
7.30 pm Mass of Last Supper at OLOG
Thur 1st Apr
nd
3.00 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion OLOG
Fri 2 Apr
Sat 3rd Apr
2:00 pm Circle of Friendship at Pettit Centre
8:00 pm Celebration of the Easter Vigil SFX
Though in ALERT LEVEL 1, we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT
TRACING for Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. QR CODES are
displayed in all Parish venues or manually sign in on the CONTACT TRACING
Sheets provided.

Weekly Banking

$612.20

PARISH MORNING TEA
Coffee morning at Cafe Equinox, opposite Trentham Memorial Park, at
10:00 am on Wednesday 31st March. All welcome.
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WELCOME BACK ALFRED
We welcome back ALFRED TONG – a seminarian from Upper Hutt
who has joined the Parish to celebrate Holy Week and Easter with
us. Alfred was in the Parish a couple of years ago as part of his
Seminary training and he joins us again this Sunday

THE DEEP END - The journey of discipleship
Our opening reading from Mark’s Gospel captures the elation of the
crowds who welcome Jesus in Jerusalem. They spread greenery on the
road in front of him, they lift their voices in praise, singing ‘Hosanna!
Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord!’ But their hope and loyalty is
short-lived, as we discover in our reading of the Passion. Jesus is left almost alone
to face humiliation and death. His followers have heard his radical message of
reversal and upheaval, but when it comes down to it, the challenge is too much. We
are told ‘they all deserted him and ran away’. While Peter follows Jesus at a
distance, he is soon denying he even knows him. Soon, the crowds are shouting for
Jesus to be crucified.
We are very familiar with the Passion Gospel and it can be tempting to allow
ourselves to tune out, particularly when it comes to the unpleasant parts. We do not
like to think of ourselves as part of the mob shouting ‘Crucify him!’ Yet if we enter
fully into the experience, we can see ourselves in the story. When things are going
well, it is easy to praise God and shout ‘Hosanna!’, and promise we will not lose
faith. There are other times we fall asleep, become complacent. And then there are
days when we struggle, when we are confused or do not know what God expects of
us or whether we are able to handle the difficult times. We pull away from God. The
different disciples display this range of human reactions and emotions. This week,
Holy Week, we are the disciples walking with Jesus on a journey that leads to the
cross. And yet here at the cross, we find Mary Magdalene and the other female
disciples, and Joseph of Arimathaea. We know the story is not over for these
disciples, or for Peter and the others. The journey of discipleship is just beginning.
‘We don’t have to be able to articulate all the logic of what is happening now. But
Christians walk on with the conviction that there is One who does make sense of
the apparent madness of shattered human dreams.’ (Bishop Donal McKeown)
WEDNESDAYS OF LENT - MASS
This Wednesday in Lent will the last additional Mass at Our Lady of Grace
Church at 6:30 am for those who might like to choose this as a Lenten
Observance.
FLOWERS FOR EASTER
The florists at Stokes Valley and Heretaunga are asking if
parishioners would like to provide flowers in white or gold and
foliage suitable for decorating the Church for Holy Thursday
and/or Easter Saturday-Sunday. Flowers etc can be left in the
front porch of either church by 5:00 pm Wednesday at OLOG and
5:00 pm Friday at SFX. Thanks in anticipation
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CIRCLE OF FRIENDSHIP
2pm, Saturday 3 April, at the Petit Centre, behind Our Lady of Grace
Church. Join us for a very interesting talk from Isabel Millward who will
tell us about her life growing up on Matiu/Somes Island. We will follow
this with a cuppa together. Please feel free to bring along a friend as
we celebrate Easter Saturday in this special way. A small donation of toiletries or a
gold coin would be much appreciated.

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS
The sudden move to ALERT LEVEL 2 for COVID-19 provides a
reminder about keeping in touch with parishioners not just through this
newsletter. Each week the newsletter is emailed out to a distribution list
maintained in the Parish Office. This list of parishioners’ email addresses is also
used to provide information around changes that occur at short notice such as
services, events being changed or cancelled.
If you are not on this distribution we encourage you to provide your email address
to us (just email the office asking to be put on the Distribution List.
Also if you know of a neighbour-parishioner who does not have an email address
please take the time to bring the details of any such emails to their attention.

CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH
Pope Francis declared this year as the Year of St. Joseph. St. Joseph is
the Foster Father of Jesus, Patron of the Universal Church and Pillar of
Families. In the midst of crisis, confusion and a world at odds with
Christian values, it is time to entrust ourselves to our spiritual father. Join
the 33 Day Consecration to St. Joseph starting on March 30 to the Day
of Consecration, May 1, the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker. Register at
www.marriageandfamily.org.nz or email info@marriageandfamily.org.nz
for more information. - The Centre for Marriage and Family (CMF)

Page3

27th March Saturday Palm Sunday Vigil 5:30 pm SFX
28th March Sunday
Palm Sunday
8:30am Eucharist SFX 10:30 am OLOG
th
30 March Tuesday of Holy Week
9:30am Eucharist SFX
Chrism Mass 7:00 pm Pro-Cathedral St Teresa’s
Church Karori
st
31 March – Wednesday of Holy Week - 6:30 am Eucharist OLOG
9:00 am Eucharist OLOG
1st April Holy Thursday –
7:30 pm Eucharist OLOG
2nd April Good Friday –
9:30 am Procession of the Cross
Stokes Valley
3:00 pm Memorial of the Lord’s Passion
OLOG
3rd April Saturday Easter Vigil
8:00 pm SFX
4th April Easter Sunday –
8:30 am Easter Eucharist SFX
10:30 am OLOG
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE
Fun Quiz Night at St. Joseph's School Hall on Friday 16th of April at
7.30pm. Organised by the CWL Upper Hutt Branch. Tickets on sale now $10 per person available from Christine 971 8712 or Susan 970 3730.
Start 7.30pm.Proceeds to the NZ Down Syndrome Assn and the St. Vincent de
Paul Society UH. Tables (6- 8 people per table). Supper provided. Raffles on sale.

ECOLOGY, JUSTICE AND PEACE
Dear brothers and sisters, what can we do in comparison with God, who served us
even to the point of being betrayed and abandoned? We can refuse to betray him
for whom we were created, and not abandon what really matters in our lives. We
were put in this world to love him and our neighbours. Everything else passes
away, only this remains.
Pope Francis: Homily for Palm Sunday 2020
EMAIL ADDRESS
Please note that we have cancelled our old email address
(olovnz@yahoo.com) and can no longer receive email addressed to this
address. Our new email addresses are on the front of this bulletin
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell, those
affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely and worried.
We pray also for those who have died recently including Robert
Lendrum, Noleen Marshall, and Brother Marty Williams SM, and for those whose
anniversary occurs at this time. May they rest in peace.
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SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

