Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
Parish Priest

Father Tony Kearns
Our Lady of Grace Church, 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga (HTG)
St Francis Xavier Church, 152 Stokes Valley Road. Stokes Valley (SV)
Sat 5:30 pm Vigil (SV)
8:30 am (SV) and 10:30 am (HTG)
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Tuesday / Thursday
Wednesday /Saturday 9:00 am (Heretaunga)
9:30 am (Heretaunga)
Friday

Churches
Sunday Eucharist
Weekday Eucharist
Weekday Liturgy of Word and HC
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
Reconciliation
Presbytery and
Parish Office
Parish Administrator
Website
St Brendan’s School

Wednesday
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Friday
10:00 am to 6:00 pm (Heretaunga)
By appointment with Parish Priest
5 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 972 4282
Heretaunga
Monday – Friday
9:00am – 1:00pm
www.olov.org.nz
E-mail office@olov.org.nz pp@olov.org.nz
56 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 939 1909

5th Sunday of Lent

21st March 2021

Readings for

21 March

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Jer 31: 31-34
Heb 5: 7-9
John 12: 20-33

28th March

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Mk 11: 1-10
Is 50: 4-7
Mk 14: 1 15:47

st

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE PARISH
Sun 21st Mar
3:00 pm Rite II Reconciliation at SFX
th
Wed 24 Mar
6:30 am Early Morning OLOG Centre
th
Thur 25 Mar
7.30 pm Parish Liturgy Metting
Fri 26th Mar
7.00 pm Stations of the Cross SFX
Though in ALERT LEVEL 1, we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT
TRACING for Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. QR CODES are
displayed in all Parish venues or manually sign in on the CONTACT TRACING
Sheets provided.

Weekly Banking

$953.40

WEDNESDAYS OF LENT - MASS
On each Wednesday in Lent there will be an additional Mass at Our Lady of
Grace Church at 6:30 am for those who might like to choose this as a Lenten
Observance.

EMAIL ADDRESS
Please note that we have cancelled our old email address
(olovnz@yahoo.com) and can no longer receive email addressed to this
address. Our new email addresses are on the front of this bulletin
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Each Friday of Lent at 7:00pm at St Francis Xavier Church, Stokes Valley, All
welcome

THE DEEP END - ‘We should like to see Jesus’
Those poor Greeks. Did you notice that they never actually get to meet
Jesus? At the start of today’s gospel, some Greeks who are followers of
Jesus come to Jerusalem. They are travellers, outsiders, and would like to
meet Jesus in person. But when Philip and Andrew relay the request, Jesus begins to
talk about how his ‘hour’ is coming. It is the last we hear of the Greeks, who disappear
from the story altogether.
But they are important nonetheless. Firstly, they indicate that word about Jesus is
spreading. More importantly, they prompt Jesus to reveal that, when his hour comes,
he will draw ‘all people’ to himself. In the space of a few short verses, we go from a
brief mention of a group of foreigners seeking Jesus, to Jesus making it clear that his
saving mission is for all people, of all nations, both Jews and Gentiles – including these
Greeks! There is no suggestion from Jesus that some groups are ‘in’ and others ‘out’.
All are included. All are invited. All are welcome.
I remember once hearing someone describe their home as a domestic church, a place
of ‘indiscriminate welcome’. As we continue our journey through Lent and soon into
Holy Week, we listen carefully to these words of Jesus. He came for everyone. He
wishes to draw all people to himself. Notwithstanding the current restrictions on
gatherings and public worship, let us take this time to reflect on the world we would like
to build when things open up again. Are we open to everyone, including ‘outsiders’? Do
our homes, parishes and communities radiate welcome, where all who enter
experience God’s love?
‘For some, the good news is that there are insiders and outsiders and they are the
insiders. For others, the good news is that there are no outsiders.’ (Rachel Held Evans)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
The communal celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation (RITE II)
will be celebrated at St Francis Xavier Church THIS SUNDAY 21st March
at 3:00 pm. An invitation is offered to all in the Parish who wish to
experience God’s loving grace and forgiveness to join us at this
celebration. We will be joined at this liturgy by the twenty-five young
candidates who will be receiving the Sacrament for the first time.
If you would prefer to have the Sacramental privately under the RITE I format,
Father Tony is usually available after the weekday Masses at St Francis Xavier or
Our Lady of Grace Church or you can ring him at the Presbytery (972 4282) to
arrange a time at your convenience.

HOLY HOUR You are invited to come to a Holy Hour on Tuesday 23 March
at the Connolly Hall Chapel beginning at 7.30 pm to pray for vocations to
the priesthood and consecrated life. Included in the hour will be hymns,
prayers, scripture reading and silence, concluding with Benediction.
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PARISH COMMUNICATIONS
The sudden move to ALERT LEVEL 2 for COVID-19 provides a reminder
about keeping in touch with parishioners not just through this newsletter.
Each week the newsletter is emailed out to a distribution list maintained in
the Parish Office. This list of parishioners’ email addresses is also used to provide
information around changes that occur at short notice such as services, events being
changed or cancelled.
If you are not on this distribution we encourage you to provide your email address to us
(just email the office asking to be put on the Distribution List.
Also if you know of a neighbour-parishioner who does not have an email address
please take the time to bring the details of any such emails to their attention.

27th March Saturday
Palm Sunday Vigil– 5:30 pm SFX
28th March Sunday
Palm Sunday – 8:30am Eucharist SFX 10:30 am OLOG
th
30 March Tuesday of Holy Week – 9:30am Eucharist SFX
Chrism Mass - 7:00 pm Pro-Cathedral St Teresa’s Church Karori
st
31 March – Wednesday of Holy Week - 6:30am Eucharist OLOG
9:00 am Eucharist OLOG
1st April Holy Thursday –
7:30pm Eucharist OLOG
2nd April Good Friday –
9:30am Procession of the Cross Stokes Valley
3:00pm Memorial of the Lord’s Passion OLOG
3rd April Saturday Easter Vigil
8:00pm SFX
4th April Easter Sunday –
8:30am Easter Eucharist SFX
10:30 am OLOG
MINISTRY VOLUNTEER’S FOR HOLY WEEK EVENTS
In the upcoming week members of the Liturgy Committee will be
looking for people to assist in the celebration of the various services
during Holy Week. The services range from Palm Sunday (where
additional readers for the Passion Gospel; representatives to attend the
Chrism Mass to receive the Holy Oils for the Parish; people to have their feet washed
on Holy Thursday; Readers and Eucharistic Minister for Good Friday through to more
decorators and readers for the additional reading at the Easter Vigil; To try to make it
easier for these people (and to save some of the ringing around that happens to cover
all the events/ministries) lists of the ways that parishioners can assist have been
placed in the foyer of both Churches. If you are a minister and know that you will be at
a certain ceremony please indicate your willingness to assist.
REST, REFLECT AND RESET!
OVERFLOW WORSHIP NIGHT – 20th March 7:30pm St Francis Xavier
Church
An open invitation to all who need a space to Rest, Reflect and Reset!
Psalms 51: 10-12 call this of us "Create in me a pure heart, O God, and
renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to
sustain me." Join OVERFLOW in this time to focus on the journey you
have had so far and the joys that are awaiting for you once you look towards him! Afio
mai, Haere mai and let us continue sustaining our lentern journey together- see you
there! Due to COVID levels, refreshments will be tbc.
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PASSIONIST FAMILY GROUP
PASK GROUP Bowls afternoon on Sunday 21 March. If you could please
send your RSVP to Kevin, at kevinvk31@gmail.com or Phone: 976 3960.
Details: 1:00pm Meet at Silverstream Bowling club for bowls for an hour or
so then afternoon tea, people to bring a plate to share. There will be tea and
coffee available.

SAINT VINCENT de PAUL Society would like to thank all the people who
donate money through our POOR BOX situated at the church entrance of St.
Francis Xavier church. Also for the many cash donations handed to me for the
society. Receipts are given for tax purposes. We would like to thank the many
donations of food given at our Sunday Masses. On average we deliver 10 food parcels a
week to the needy. Furniture as needed and help with anything from school clothing to
power bills. We need more people from Our Lady of the Valleys parish to join our
Conferences. Many thanks & God bless. Gordon Holmes.

NZ CATHOLIC The March 21 – April 3 issue of is out now. Some
headlines are:
Cardinal offers Church support for vaccination programme. Theologian says to bin antiCatholic booklet. Three new seminarians at Holy Cross. Don’t bury St Joseph statues
to help real estate sales. The next issue of NZ Catholic will be published on April 4.
CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH
Pope Francis declared this year as the Year of St. Joseph. St. Joseph is the
Foster Father of Jesus, Patron of the Universal Church and Pillar of
Families. In the midst of crisis, confusion and a world at odds with Christian
values, it is time to entrust ourselves to our spiritual father. Join the 33 Day
Consecration to St. Joseph starting on March 30 to the Day of
Consecration, May 1, the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker. Register at
www.marriageandfamily.org.nz or email info@marriageandfamily.org.nz for
more information. - The Centre for Marriage and Family (CMF)
STOKES VALLEY FOODBANK
Are in need of some muscle power to assist in lifting boxes of fruit & vege. If you are
keen to offer your assistance it would be very much appreciated. They meet each
Monday at 10:00 am at the SV Freemasons Lodge on SV Road. For further details
please contact Sharyn on 027 557 0248.

ECOLOGY, JUSTICE AND PEACE
In Lent, may we be increasingly concerned with speaking words of comfort, strength,
consolation and encouragement, and not words that demean, sadden, anger or show
scorn. In order to give hope to others, it is sometimes enough simply to be kind.
Pope Francis: Message for Lent 2021
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell, those
affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely and worried. We
pray also for those who have died recently including Noleen Marshall, and
Brother Marty Williams SM, and for those whose anniversary occurs at this
time. May they rest in peace.
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SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

