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3nd Sunday of Lent
Readings for

7

th

March

14th March

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel
1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

7th March 2021
Exod 20:1-7
1 Cor 1:22-25
John 2:13-25
2Chr 36:14-16,19-23
Eph 2:4-10
John 3:14-21

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE PARISH
Sun 7th Mar
7:00 pm Sac Prog Parents’ Meeting Pettit Centre
th
Wed 10 Mar
6:30 am Early Morning Mass OLOG
Fri 12th Mar
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross SFX
th
Sun 14 Ma
10:30 am Sac Prog Candidate Session Pettit Centre
Sun 21st Mar
3:00 pm Rite II Reconciliation at SFX
Though in ALERT LEVEL 1, we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT TRACING
for Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. QR CODES are displayed in all Parish
venues or manually sign in on the CONTACT TRACING Sheets provided.
Whenever COVID ALERT LEVEL 2 is in effect the OLOV Parish will follow the directive of
Cardinal Dew of 15th Feb 2021.
NO Public Masses on SUNDAYS or WEEKDAYS
NO Weekday Liturgies of the Word
No PARISH GATHERINGS
The restrictions will remain in place until we return to ALERT LEVEL1

Weekly Banking

$437.50
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It has been announced that Wellington
will move to LEVEL `1 on Sunday 7th March at 6:00am
This weekend there will be
NO Saturday 5:30pm VIGIL Mass at St Francis Xavier
8:30 and 10:30am Masse will be celebrated on Sunday
7thMarch as normal

THE DEEP END - A question of authority
It is tough at times to figure out who has authority on certain issues. There
are ‘experts’ everywhere, telling us how we should eat, exercise, manage
our finances… the list goes on. Something that has struck me during the
current pandemic is how hard it can be to know who to believe. We hear
from doctors and virologists, politicians and economists, and their opinions
don’t always align. It can take us a while to trust the voices we hear in the media.
The Temple scene in today’s gospel sparks a debate about Jesus’ authority. While he
certainly cuts an authoritative figure as he drives out the stall-holders and moneychangers, he is immediately questioned. The Jews demand a sign to explain his
provocative words and actions, as if to say ‘Who do you think you are?’ It is interesting
to note that in John’s Gospel, this scene takes place at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry
(unlike the Synoptic Gospels where it comes towards the end). This would explain the
disbelief of the witnesses.
In calling the Temple ‘my Father’s house’ Jesus identifies the source of his authority.
But his interrogators do not understand, nor do his disciples, though we are told it later
makes sense to them after the resurrection. This scene offers more than an angry
Jesus and a clueless audience. It is a public revelation of Jesus’ identity and authority,
as the one in whom God’s presence dwells. It also emphasises the radical new way of
living that Jesus has come to bring about. As we journey through Lent, we ask
ourselves where the message of Jesus has become obstructed in our lives, and how
we might open our hearts again to his presence and guidance.
‘I invite all Christians, everywhere, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ,
or at least an openness to letting him encounter them... The Lord does not disappoint
those who take this risk; whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we come to realise
that he is already there, waiting for us with open arms.’ (Pope Francis, Evangelii
Gaudium)

We hope you enjoyed last weekend's birthday celebrations! Despite the
sudden COVID Level change ruling out our Sunday mass and get together, we
were fortunate enough to come together for most of the planned events.
Friday started with a wonderful Celebration Mass with our School and Parish
community. This was followed by a powerful powhiri back at St Brendan’s
School and special reflections from Father James Lyons, and foundation pupils Sister
Kathleen Ruck and Father Kevin Connors which not only had the adults hooked but
our children clinging to every word. We then gathered for morning tea in the hall.
On Friday evening, our Mix and Mingle event at the NZCIS venue was another
opportunity for past and present friends to gather, reminisce and share more
reflections on the journey of our School and Parish over the last 60 and 70 years
respectively.
The quiz FUNraiser on Saturday night was another success with a
capacity 19 tables participating. Congratulations to the Quizzly Bears
who were crowned winners, and the many raffle prize winners.
Celebrations like we had don't just magically happen. We
acknowledge our Birthday Committee, and the many groups and
individuals of our Parish and School community who contributed in a variety of ways to
a wonderful celebration weekend. Thank you!
WEDNESDAYS OF LENT - MASS
On each Wednesday in Lent there will be an additional Mass at Our Lady of
Grace Church at 6:30 am for those who might like to choose this as a Lenten
Observance.
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60/70 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

SACRAMENT PREPARATION PROGRAMME
A reminder about the Parent Meeting scheduled for this SUNDAY at
7:00pm in the Pettit Centre
NEXT SUNDAY 14th March a Children’s Session is scheduled at 10:30 am
in Heretaunga

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
The communal celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation (RITE II)
will be celebrated at St Francis Xavier Church Sunday 21st March at 3:00
pm. An invitation is offered to all in the Parish who wish to experience
God’s loving grace and forgiveness to join us at this celebration. We will
be joined at this liturgy by the twenty-five young candidates who will be receiving
the Sacrament for the first time.
If you would prefer to have the Sacramental privately under the RITE I format,
Father Tony is usually available after the weekday Masses at St Francis Xavier or
Our Lady of Grace Church or you can ring him at the Presbytery (972 4282) to
arrange a time at your convenience.
PARISH COMMUNICATIONS
The sudden move to ALERT LEVEL 2 for COVID-19 provides a reminder about
keeping in touch with parishioners not just through this newsletter. Each
week the newsletter is emailed out to a distribution list maintained in the
Parish Office. This list of parishioners’ email addresses is also used to
provide information around changes that occur at short notice such as
services, events being changed or cancelled.
Last weekend we emailed out, via this distribution list, a notification regarding the
suspension of Masses while ALERT LEVEL 2 was in place.
If you are not on this distribution (ie did not get notified last weekend) we encourage
you to provide your email address to us (just email the office asking to be put on the
Distribution List.
Also if you know of a neighbour-parishioner who does not have an email address
please take the time to bring the details of any such emails to their attention.

MINISTRY VOLUNTEER’S FOR HOLY WEEK EVENTS
In the upcoming week members of the Liturgy Committee will be
looking for people to assist in the celebration of the various services
during Holy Week. The services range from Palm Sunday (where
additional readers for the Passion Gospel; representatives to attend the
Chrism Mass to receive the Holy Oils for the Parish; people to have their feet washed
on Holy Thursday; Readers and Eucharistic Minister for Good Friday through to more
decorators and readers for the additional reading at the Easter Vigil; To try to make it
easier for these people (and to save some of the ringing around that happens to cover
all the events/ministries) lists of the ways that parishioners can assist have been
placed in the foyer of both Churches. If you are a minister and know that you will be at
a certain ceremony please indicate your willingness to assist.
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS
CANCELLED THIS WEEK DUE TO COVID-19 ALERT LEVEL 2
RESTRICTIONS
Each Friday of Lent at 7:00pm at St Francis Xavier Church, Stokes Valley, All
welcome

HEALING SERVICE
Fr John Rea SM will conduct a Healing Service at Sacred Heart Church 41
Britannia St Petone, Tues 16 March beginning at 7.30 pm. Please bring
those who need Jesus` healing. This event will go ahead providing we are
in Alert Level 1.
HOT CROSS BUNS - PTF Fundraiser
The St Brendan’s PTF are delighted to be able to offer to you, delicious
Hot Cross Buns available for pre-order and delivered fresh in the week
leading up to Easter. Please follow the link below and share amongst
your family and friends. Encourage them to share too and we will have
a cracker of an event on our hands! These buns really are so delicious!
https://forms.gle/CrpureDovz8Ej6Rq9
These Hot Cross buns are made by Centa Bakery in Waterloo and come in packs of 6
(very floofy, premium buns) for just $10.
CIRCLE OF FRIENDSHIP
 Cancelled this month due to COVID ALERT LEVEL 2
A FRESH LOOK AT LENT
A Lenten Retreat Weekend at the Magnificat Centre, Cross
Creek Road, Featherston with Columban Missionary, Fr Don
Hornsey and Rex and Theresa Begley from 6:30 pm on Friday
19th March to 4:00 pm Sunday 21st March. Cost $190. Registration required. Contact:
rexandtheresabegley@gmail.com Phone: 027 545 6808 or 027 967 2299
REST, REFLECT AND RESET!
OVERFLOW WORSHIP NIGHT – 6th March 7:30 St Francis Xavier
Church
Cancelled due to restrictions COVID-19 ALERT LEVEL 2
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - RESCHEDULED
The local celebration of the WORLD DAY OF PRAYER this year is at The
Salvation Army Hall, Trentham at 1:00pm on Friday 12th March.
The programme this year has been written by the women of Vauata. If you
have anything from a Pacific Island country you can wear or bring it. All men and
women of Our Lady of the Valleys Parish are welcome to attend.
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell, those
affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely and worried. We
pray also for those who have died recently including Betty Simpson, Latisha
Sevilleja, and for those whose anniversary occurs at this time. May they rest
in peace.
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SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

