Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
Parish Priest

Father Tony Kearns
Our Lady of Grace Church, 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga (HTG)
St Francis Xavier Church, 152 Stokes Valley Road. Stokes Valley (SV)
Sat 5:30 pm Vigil (SV)
8:30 am (SV) and 10:30 am (HTG)
9:30 am (Stokes Valley)
Tuesday / Thursday
Wednesday /Saturday 9:00 am (Heretaunga)
9:30 am (Heretaunga)
Friday
Friday
10:00 am to 6:00 pm (Heretaunga)
By appointment with Parish Priest
5 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 972 4282
Heretaunga
Monday – Friday
9:00am – 1:00pm
www.olov.org.nz
E-mail office@olov.org.nz pp@olov.org.nz
56 Palmer Crescent
Tel (04) 939 1909

Churches
Sunday Eucharist
Weekday Services
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
Reconciliation
Presbytery and
Parish Office
Parish Administrator
Website
St Brendan’s School

2nd Sunday of Lent
Readings for

28th
February
7th March

28th February 2021

1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel
1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel

Gen 22:1-2,9-13,15-18
Rom 8:31-34
Mark 9:2-10
Exod 20:1-7
1 Cor 1:22-25
John 2:13-25

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE PARISH
28th Feb
2nd Mar
3rd Mar

9:30 am Parish/School Anniversary Celebrations

Men’s Group at Silverstream Bowling Club
Early Morning Mass at Our Lady of Grace
CWL Meeting
5th Mar
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – Salvation Army
Hall
7:00pm Stations of the Cross at St Francis
Though in LEVEL 1, we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT TRACING for
Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. QR CODES are displayed in all Parish
venues or manually sign in on the CONTACT TRACING Sheets provided.

Weekly Collection

5:30 pm
6:30 am
1:30 pm
1:00pm

$1305.10

A HUGE WELCOME TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE
JOINED US THIS WEEKEND TO CELEBRATE 70 AND 60
ANNIVERSARY FUNCTIONS THIS WEEKEND.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Each Friday of Lent the Samoan Community at Stokes Valley pray the Stations of
Cross from 7:00pm onwards. All are welcome to participate.
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WEDNESDAYS OF LENT - MASS
On each Wednesday in Lent there will be an additional Mass at Our Lady of
Grace Church at 6:30 am for those who might like to choose this as a Lenten
Observance.

MEN’S NIGHT
Tuesday 2nd March 5:30pm at the Silverstream
Bowling Club. All men most welcome.
THE DEEP END - Transfiguration
Can you recall a time when you had an ‘aha moment’? One of those
moments when something suddenly makes perfect sense to you. It may have
been a long time coming, a combination of various pieces of a jigsaw fitting
together or it may be an insight you received from spiritual practice. These are special
moments. We are never quite the same afterwards, something changes, even a small
thing, but something in us changes. These moments move us outside of ourselves or
beyond ourselves in some way. They are moments of transfiguration.
In the Gospel today, Peter is desperate to stay on the mountain in that blissful moment
with Jesus, so much so that he offers to build tents. One can understand Peter’s request,
after such an experience of course he would want to stay there. What moments of
encounter in your own life do you recall? An encounter where you simply did not want it to
end? It may be something very deep and meaningful which gave you a glimpse of God or
a moment of complete contentment?
As with all blissful moments, the disciples must come down from the mountaintop. Jesus’
way involves walking a very different path, a path that will not be so easy. Jesus’ way is
different to what Peter may have had in mind. These moments of Transfiguration
strengthen us all for walking the more difficult paths, sustaining us on the way.

CIRCLE OF FRIENDSHIP
Gathering 2:00pm, Saturday, 6 March, at the Petit Centre, behind Our Lady of
Grace Church. Isabel Millward is going to talk to us about her very long and
interesting life, with stories of the time she spent growing up on Somes/Matiu
Island.
 Please bring along a gold coin donation, or some small toiletries if you are able.
 As usual we will end with a cuppa and small afternoon tea. Feel free to bring a
friend.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
The local celebration of the WORLD DAY OF PRAYER this year is at The
Salvation Army Hall, Trentham at 1:00pm on Friday 5th March.
The programme this year has been written by the women of Vauata. If you
have anything from a Pacific Island country you can wear or bring it. All men
and women of Our Lady of the Valleys Parish are welcome to attend.
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‘The Lord is more constant and far more extravagant than it seems to imply. Wherever you
turn your eyes the world can shine like transfiguration. You don’t have to bring a thing to it
except a little willingness to see. Only, who could have the courage to see it?’
(Marilynne Robinson)
ST BRENDAN’S SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS 2021
Saturday, 27 February
 7:00 pm gather a team, or join a table for a fun quiz night in St Brendan’s Hall.
Tickets
Sunday, 28 February
 9:30 am Mass at Our Lady of Grace
Everyone is invited for morning tea and socializing at St Brendan’s School
following Mass.

A FRESH LOOK AT LENT
A Lenten Retreat Weekend at the Magnificat Centre, Cross Creek
Road, Featherston with Columban Missionary, Fr Don Hornsey
and Rex and Theresa Begley from 6:30 pm on Friday 19th March
to 4:00 pm Sunday 21st March. Cost $190. Registration required. Contact:
rexandtheresabegley@gmail.com Phone: 027 545 6808 or 027 967
2299
REST, REFLECT AND RESET!
OVERFLOW WORSHIP NIGHT – 6th March 7:30 St Francis Xavier
Church
An open invitation to all who need a space to Rest, Reflect and
Reset! Psalms 51: 10-12 call this of us "Create in me a pure heart, O
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me’.
Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit,
to sustain me." Join OVERFLOW in this time to focus on the journey
you have had so far and the joys that are awaiting for you once you look towards him! Afio
mai, Haere mai and let us continue sustaining our Lenten journey together- see you there!
Due to COVID levels, refreshments will be tbc.
OVERFLOW Youth Group
Social Media
FB: Overflow – OLOV
INSTA: _overflowolov
CARING FOR OUR COMMON HOME: THREE DIMENSIONS OF LAUDATO SI’
A day of reflection and inspiration on incorporating care for creation
into the spiritual, lifestyle and public sphere dimensions of our lives
and communities
Keynote speaker: Professor James Renwick
Cardinal McKeefry School, Wilton 10am-4.30pm
Organised by the Integral Ecology Committee of the Ecology,
Justice and Peace Commission.
The event will go ahead in Covid-19 level 1, but will be postponed if Covid-19 levels
escalate.
LIVING WATERS CAFE
Living Waters Cafe is the name of the shared morning tea that occurs
most Sunday mornings in the Pettit Centre following the 10:30am Mass
at Our Lady of Grace Church. It happens because of roster of volunteers
set up and serve the refreshments on a roster that rotates on a two
month cycle. Recently a gap has arisen as one team has withdrawn from the roster. We
are looking for a family or group of people who will be able to undertake this greatly
appreciated ministry in our parish once every two months. If you are interested in making
up such a group please contact the Parish Office 972 4282.

STEWARDSHIP NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE IN CHURCH
PORCH
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMME 2021 - PRAYER
SUPPORT
The first Children’s Session was held on Sunday 21st Feb at 10:30 am in
the Pettit Centre. In the foyer of each church are Prayer Support Cards
for the 30 candidates who are enrolled in this year’s programme.
Parishioners are invited to take an envelope and to pray for the listed candidate as the
Programme is operating culminating with First Holy Communion in September.

PARISH TO PARISH BOOKLET
The Parish-to-Parish bed and breakfast book is available with nearly 200
homes in NZ and Australia for catholic hospitality, $35 a night for one person
or $30 each for 2 or more persons this includes continental breakfast, I would welcome
new hosts to join us. For information or to purchase a book ($15 includes postage) contact
Marie Anderson 2 Brent Place, Christchurch 8053, Ph. 359 5541, or email
marie.ian@xtra.co.nz
CHILDREN’S LITURGY
We are looking for people to volunteer to facilitate weekly children’s liturgy
sessions at OLOG church during the 10:30 am Mass. You do not need to be a
teacher: the resources are all supplied and easy to follow. You will need to be
police vetted. This kind of service is great for any teenagers doing Duke of
Edinburgh awards too! Training is given and you are welcome to partner with a more
experienced facilitator while you find your feet. Please call, message Louise Peirce 027
231 4606 if you would like more info or to offer your service. Many thanks.
Passionist Family Groups
Family groups are a great way to get to know others in our parish with
monthly get-togethers in homes or outings. If you want more information or
would like to join a group, please contact a group Co-ordinator or Heather
O'Brien Ph 0276427158.
We have five groups with two new Co-ordinators this year. Our thanks to
Gordon and Linda Holmes and Christine and Mike O'Leary for leading their groups before
passing on the baton.
Grace Group
Compassion Group
Henley Group
Nixon Group
Jones Group

Christine and Nigel Pask Ph 021494490
Kathleen and Barry Emmerson Ph 5274543
Chris and John Henley Ph 5636899
Tricia and Keith Nixon Ph 5636507
Lyn and Paul Jones Ph 5635382
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell, those
affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely and worried. We
pray also for those who have died recently including Betty Simpson, Latisha
Sevilleja, Chris Whiteford, Leo Periera Nora Abancio and Anne Joyce and
for those whose anniversary occurs at this time. May they rest in peace.
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SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

