Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
4th Sunday of Advent Year B
20th December 2020

Father Tony Kearns
Parish Office and Presbytery (04) 972 4282
Residence: 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga
Parish Administrator: Jovena Fernandez
Office hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am -1:00 pm
Email: office@olov.org.nz
Email: pp@olov.org.nz
Website: www.olov.org.nz
St Brendan’s School - Veronica Sawers (04) 939 1909

NOTE THIS WILL BE THE LAST NEWSLETTER UNTIL Sunday 23rd Jan 2021
Though in LEVEL 1, we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT
TRACING for Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. Details of online preregistering are via the Parish website or QR CODES displayed in all Parish
venues or https://www.picktime.com/OLOVMassAvailability. or use, or manually
sign in on the CONTACT TRACING Sheets provided.
Weekly Collection: $840.90
IN THE PARISH
Thur 24th Dec

Fri 25th Dec

5.00 pm
5.30 pm
11:30 pm
12 Midnight
9.30 am

Christmas Carols at OLOG
Family Mass at OLOG
Christmas Carols at SFX
Christmas Mass at SFX
Christmas Mass at OLOG

DATE CLAIMER PARISH/ST BRENDAN’S SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS
2021
The Parish and the school are marking significant milestone on the
weeked of the 26th to the 28th of February 2021 Details of events will be
finalised and published as soon as possible.
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Over the summer break period the Parish Office will be operating at
reduced hours. The answerphone system on 04 972 4282 will however
be monitored reguarly, so do feel free to leave NON-URGENT messages
there.
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ALTAR SERVING TRAINING
Conor Healy is offering Altar Serving Training for younger parishioners
who would like to take up this ministry.
The training is scheduled for Sunday 17th January 2021 straight after
the 10:30am Mass at Our Lady of Grace Church, Heretaunga.
Please contact Conor Healy (conorhealy26@gmail.com) to register interest or for
more information.

The celebration of Christmas and the miracle of Emmanuel (God-withus) is now five days away and then 7 days later we will reach the end
of this unusual year, ready to start a new adventure with God in 2021.
I find it hard to reflect back over the past year as there is a large fuzzy
gap from March till June as we paused activities, to a large extent, as
a parish and country went into LEVEL 4 lockdown for COVID. Though socially
distancing parishioners reached out safe ways to those around them to make sure
we were all ‘safe in our bubbles’. To those who in this way quietly were the hand of
Jesus reaching out to those in need I say a large thank you.
Since coming back down the levels over the last five – six months I have been
humbled as parishioners have taken up the task of making up for delayed time over
COVID-19 to get parish life back up and running again as we settle into a new
norm. Thank you all for your adaptation to the new way/time of doing things, for
generously altering your schedules and activities to accommodate changed
schedules in the Parish Calendar.
Despite all the disruption of 2020 new members were welcomed into our Parish
family (22 in all), our younger members grew I faith through the reception of First
Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy Communion. (I had the chance to be a
‘bishop’ as Cardinal John gave permission for Parish Priests to confirm this year.)
We marked the passing of some parish members back to God, - thankfully none as
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Our school of St Brendan’s managed to keep our children both safe and learning
through challenging times this year and are grateful for the teachers’ dedication and
gift of time and skills to provide education on new platforms and formats over the
COVID months.
In the celebrations we have had over the past year, whether large or small, there
are always people working behind the scenes to make them encounters of grace
and love for those who attend. To all those who have helped our parish experience
the grace and care of God over the past twelve months may I express the thanks of
all.
My prayer and blessing for you all at this Christmas time as we celebrate the birth
of Jesus Christ is that you may also experience the joy, the peace, the grace and
the love of God brought to birth in our lives today.
God bless you all and his richest blessings for 2021

Father Tony
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NZ CATHOLIC has been named as Publication of the Year at
the Australasian Religious Press Association 2020 Awards.
The December 13-26 issue of NZ Catholic is out now. Some headlines are: New
pastoral plan for Auckland diocese. New vaccines prompt serious questions.
Hospital chaplain called a local hero. Marist ordained to priesthood.
The next issue of NZ Catholic will be published on December 27.

THE DEEP END
Keep awake
The situation into which Jesus was born was one of huge stigma with
dangerous consequences. God’s physical birth into this world was
condemned socially; Jesus was marginalised from the moment of his
conception. Imagine God choosing to be involved so intimately in this world and in
such a ‘shocking’ way. Even the town of Galilee is problematic for this news as
Galileans were considered by the religious leaders of the time to be ‘second-class
Jews’. It is here Jesus comes. God surprises. God stands with the marginalised.
God is present in the most hidden places at times.
On the first Sunday of Advent we were invited to ‘Keep Awake’. As we approach
the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, what have you noticed this advent?
What has your waiting been like? How have you prepared? Where have you seen
God present this Advent? Where have you seen God being born around you? In
the most unexpected places? In the most marginalised? Is your heart more open to
receive a new birth of God again?
‘Quiet me within, clothe my body in peacefulness, that your Word once again may
take flesh – this time, within me – as once it did in holy Mary; long Advent days
ago.’
Edward Hays
Jane Mellet
_________________________________________________mellettj@gmail.com
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMME 2021
Enrolments for the 2021 Sacramental Preparation Program are
now open for those candidates who would like to receive the
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Eucharist.
Enrolment forms are available in the foyer of both churches and
the School. Though enrolments close on 12th February 2021 please endeavour to
enrol as soon as possible, as this allows time over the January period to
undertake preparation work. The Programme starts on February 21st as the
Reconciliation portion happens over Lent. Any enquiries please contact Fr Tony or
Jenny Mahoney, the Sacramental Programme Co-ordinator.

2021 CLERGY APPOINTMENTS FOR ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON
Cardinal John has advised the Clergy Appointment for the Archdiocese of
Wellington for 2021. A copy of the notification letter is on display in the foyer
of both churches for those who are interested.
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CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE – CHANGE FOR 2020
The Liturgy Committee and Parish Council have been discussing Mass
times offered on Christmas Eve and Christmas Morning. With the
reduced attendance evident on Christmas morning it has been agreed
by both bodies to combine the previous 2 Masses on Christmas Day
morning into one. The Mass on Christmas morning will be
celebrated at 9:30 am and will alternate each year between St Francis Xavier
Church and Our Lady of Grace Church. This year 2020 the Christmas morning
Mass will be celebrated at Our Lady of Grace Church in Heretaunga. Please note
that the other celebrations – Vigil at 5:30 pm at Our Lady of Grace Heretaunga
and 12:00 midnight at St Francis Xavier are unchanged.

THANKS FROM ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY
Our Lady of Grace & St Francis Xavier St Vincent de Paul Societies
would like to thank all who donated food, toys, furniture, money, time
and especially the generous Christmas donations we have received.
Special thanks to St Brendan’s school and St Bernard’s College for their donations.
During these trying times it has put pressure on our Volunteers who carried on
regardless. Also thanks to the people who have put together Christmas Hampers,
presents and vouchers. God bless you all and have a happy festive season.

Gordon Holmes on behalf of the St Vincent de Paul Society.
MASS TIMES FOR CHRISTMAS
Thursday 24th Dec 5:30 pm

Family Mass at Our Lady of Grace Church,
Heretaunga preceded by carols from 5:00pm
Children attending this celebration are encouraged to
get into the spirit of the celebration by coming
dressed as shepherds or angels

12:00 midnight
Friday 25th Dec

Christmas Mass at St Francis Xavier Church,
Stokes Valley preceded by carols from 11:30

9:30 am only

Mass of Christmas Day at Our Lady of Grace
Church, Heretaunga
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell, those
affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely and
worried. We pray also for those who have died recently including
Lorraine Duffy, Josephine Peacock, John Honey and for those whose
anniversary occurs at this time. May they rest in peace.

Sunday Readings
20th December 4th Sunday of Advent YEAR B
First Reading
2 Sam 7: 1-5, 8-12, 14, 16
Second Reading Rom 16: 25-27
Gospel
Lk 1: 26-38

Sunday Readings
27th December The Holy Family Feast
First Reading
Sirach 3: 2-6, 12-14
Second Reading Col 3: 12-21
Gospel
Luke 2: 22-40
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Our Lady of Grace Church 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga
Mass Times Sunday–10:30am
Weekdays Wed, Sat 9:00 am Mass, Fri 9:30 am Mass
Reconciliation – Please ring for an appointment
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Friday (during school terms) 10.00am –6:00pm
St Francis Xavier Church 152 Stokes Valley Road, Stokes Valley
Mass Times Weekends 5:30pm Vigil (Sat) and 8:30am (Sun)
Samoan Community Mass 4th Sunday – 11:30 am
Weekdays– Tues, Thurs, 9:30am Mass – Wed, 9:30 am Liturgy of the Word
Reconciliation
Please ring for an appointment
St Vincent de Paul – Heretaunga
Stokes Valley
Terry
528 6313
Gordon
938 2750
Petone Shop 568 6408
SV Shop
563 9278
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SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

