Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
22nd November 2020
Father Tony Kearns
Parish Office and Presbytery (04) 972 4282
Residence: 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga
Parish Administrator: Jovena Fernandez
Office hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am -1:00 pm
Email: office@olov.org.nz
Email: pp@olov.org.nz
Website: www.olov.org.nz
St Brendan’s School - Veronica Sawers (04) 939 1909

Though in LEVEL 1, we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT
TRACING for Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. Details of online preregistering
are
(via
the
Parish
website
or
https://www.picktime.com/OLOVMassAvailability. or use QR CODES displayed in
all Parish venues, or manually sign in on the CONTACT TRACING Sheets
provided.
Weekly Collection: $1,173.50
CONGRATULATIONS to the 25 young parishioners on their Confirmation
and receiving First Holy Communion at 10:30 am Mass at Our Lady of
Grace Church this Sunday. All are invited to the FHC breakfast in the
School hall directly after the Mass.

IN THE PARISH
Wed 26th Nov
Thur 19th Nov

10.00 am Coffee morning at The Garage at Trentham.
Everybody welcome
7:30 pm Parish Liturgy Meeting

COLUMBAN CALENDARS FOR 2021
Calendars are almost SOLD OUT just under 10 left in both churches and
at the Parish Office for $12 each please hurry and secure a copy for
yourself or a loved one.
CHRISTMAS CARDS - Are now on sale and are available at the
Parish Office and at both churches on Sunday. Hurry and get
yours today.
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PRESBYTERY OPEN DAY 13th DECEMBER 2020
All parishioners are invited to the Presbytery in Heretaunga for a
Christmas Open Home hosted by Fr Tony. This is a chance to say
thank you to those in the Parish who have shown hospitality in the past,
and for those who have worked during the year to make our Parish a
welcoming and expanding Family of God. Come along between 2:00pm
– 4:00pm. Look forward to seeing you there.

THE DEEP END
A different sort of king
Today’s gospel leaves us in no doubt as to what Jesus expects of his
followers. It is a gospel of contrasts. It begins with a scene of
judgement, with Jesus in the role of king, sitting on the throne of glory. It would
have been a familiar image to the people of the time, who were expecting a great
Messianic king. In the time of Jesus, kings were powerful rulers, and some were
tyrants. We know from earlier in Matthew’s Gospel that kings like Herod were
capable of brutal acts. It is an image that remains familiar to us today, thanks to
popular fairytales, movies and TV shows – the all-powerful ruler sitting on their
throne, passing judgement on their subjects.
But the king that Jesus talks about here turns these images upside down. He is not
focused on riches or power, or inciting terror or fear. Instead, he is a fair judge, a
shepherd who knows his flock. He invites all those who have acted with justice and
generosity to take their place in his kingdom. He is in solidarity with the ‘least’ of his
people – a king whose main concern is those who are hungry, displaced, sick or
imprisoned. He refers to them as ‘brothers’.
Jesus’ kingdom is centred around charity, compassion and forgiveness. He expects
us to treat everyone we encounter with welcome. There are simple acts of kindness
we can carry out each day. Such love for others is love for God: ‘In so far as you
did this to the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me.’
‘In the evening of life, we shall be judged on love.’
Jane Mellet
_______________________________________________________________mellettj@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE
Over the next three weekends, 15th, 22nd & 29th, CWL will be selling raffle tickets
for a Christmas Hamper, with all proceeds to go to our missions. The raffle will be
drawn at our Christmas lunch on Wednesday, 2nd December. We
thank you for your ongoing support
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Wednesday Dec 2nd, 12 Noon, Te Marua Golf Course, $35 a Head,
pay cash on the day. All welcome. Contact, Trish Leahy, on 5285161 or 027 528
5161

DATE CLAIMER PARISH/ST BRENDAN’S SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS 2021
The Parish and the school are marking significant milestone on the weeked of the
26th to the 28th of February 2021 Details of events will be finalised and published as
soon as possible.
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMME 2021
Enrolments for the 2021 Sacramental Preparation Program are now
open for those candidates who would like to receive the Sacraments
of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Eucharist. Enrolment forms
are available in the foyer of both churches and the School. Though
enrolments close on 12th February 2021 please endeavour to enrol before the
18th December as this allows time over the January period to undertake
preparation work. The Programme starts on February 21st as the Reconciliation
portion happens over Lent. Any enquiries please contact Fr Tony or Jenny
Mahoney, the Sacramental Programme Co-ordinator.

ST BRENDAN’S SCHOOL
Grandparents’ and Giving Gratitude Celebration on this Monday
November 23 at 10.am at the School For further information
please see the notice boards in the foyer.
CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE – CHANGE FOR 2020
The Liturgy Committee and Parish Council have been discussing Mass times
offered on Christmas Eve and Christmas Morning. With the reduced
attendance evident on Christmas morning it has been agreed by both
bodies to combine the previous 2 Masses on Christmas Day morning
into one. The Mass on Christmas morning will be celebrated at 9:30
am and will alternate each year between St Francis Xavier Church
and Our Lady of Grace Church. This year 2020 the Christmas morning
Mass will be celebrated at Our Lady of Grace Church in Heretaunga. Please note
that the other celebrations – Vigil at 5:30 pm at Our Lady of Grace Heretaunga
and 12:00 midnight at St Francis Xavier are unchanged.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
Annual Collection for Children’s ‘Christmas’ gifts to deserving families
Parishioners of both Our Lady of Grace and St Francis Xavier, are
asked to contribute a Christmas gift for a boy or girl up to the age of
12. Gifts can be wrapped, but please indicate the age, boy/or girl, on
the wrapping. These gifts can be left in the St Vincent de Paul basket
in both churches over the next 4 Sundays.
St Vincent de Paul members will ensure these gifts will be given to our parish
families experiencing hardship at Christmastime. Thank you in anticipation of your
generosity

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Blessings to you all. Your young and vibrant Council has been
commissioned! What has been happening? We have established a
permanent school representative on the council; completed the
Safeguarding Review Process; working with the Filipino Chaplaincy on
the establishment of a Barangay to enrich our Parish; and kicked off planning for
parish/school anniversary celebrations in 2021 (more details to follow).
We still have a few Council seats vacant that we need to fill, so please get in touch
if you want to know what is involved.
Any feedback, issues or ideas, please get in touch. Conor Healy (Chairperson)
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FIRST FILIPINO MASS AT OLOV
Providing a venue for pastoral care among Filipinos in the parish, the
Filipino Chaplaincy with its Chaplain, Father Marlon Tebelin, conducted a
Filipino Mass in St. Francis Xavier Church in Stokes Valley last Sunday,
15th of November 2020. This is the first step in the initiative to create the “Barangay
of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal” through the coordination with Our Lady of the
Valleys (OLOV) Parish, Father Tony Kearns, and the OLOV Parish Council. After
the mass, the Filipino attendees were gathered for an orientation of what the
Chaplaincy is about and the purpose of creating the Barangay. Barangay is a
Filipino term that means a village.

ADVENT LECTIO DIVINA
Make this Advent a time for personal spiritual growth and make a connection
between the Sunday Gospel Reading and Your Life. Come along to the four 30minute to 1-hr sessions on the Advent scripture readings using Lectio Divina.
Contact Ahmed at 0275679140 for more details” The first meeting is schedule for
Saturday 28th November at 1:00pm
ECOLOGY, JUSTICE AND PEACE
That needy person who reaches out his hand is Jesus; that sick person whom I
must visit is Jesus; that inmate is Jesus, that hungry person is Jesus… Jesus will
come at the end of time to judge all nations, but he comes to us each day, in many
ways, and asks us to welcome him. Pope Francis: Angelus 26 November 2017
GREENSTONE DOORS
Community Car Rally for Charity Saturday 28th November 3pm. Starting
at St Bernadette's Church Hall from 3pm - finishing at the same place by
5pm followed by BYO picnic, drinks and prizegiving. Go to 'eventbrite' to
buy a ticket for your car www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/community-car-rally-forcharity-tickets-128170343949 for $30. For more information call Monica on (04)
5678267
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell, those
affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely and worried. We
pray also for those who have died recently including Rodrigo Pragados,
Nora Hanify, and Margaret Hayes. We also pray for those whose
anniversary occurs at this time. May they rest in peace.

Our Lady of Grace Church 5 Palmer Crescent,
Heretaunga
Mass Times Sunday–10:30am
Weekdays Wed, Sat 9:00 am Mass, Fri 9:30 am
Mass
Reconciliation – Please ring for an appointment
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Friday (during
school terms) 10.00am –6:00pm
St Francis Xavier Church 152 Stokes Valley Road,
Stokes Valley
Mass Times Weekends 5:30pm Vigil (Sat) and
8:30am (Sun)
Samoan Community Mass 4th Sunday – 11:30 am
Weekdays– Tues, Thurs, 9:30am Mass – Wed, 9:30
am Liturgy of the Word
Reconciliation
Please ring for an appointment
St Vincent de Paul – Heretaunga
Stokes
Valley
Terry
528 6313
Gordon
938 2750
Petone Shop 568 6408
SV Shop
563 9278
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Sunday Readings
Sunday Readings
22nd November Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of 29th November 1st Sunday of Advent
YEAR B
the Universe
First Reading
Ezek 34: 11-12, 15-17
First Reading
Is 63: 16-17 64: 1, 3-8
Second Reading 1 Cor 15: 20-26, 28
Second Reading 1 Cor 1 3-9
Gospel
Matt 25: 31-46
Gospel
Mk 13: 33-37

SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
Be a Friend to the Sick
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I can be a friend to someone who is sick.
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

