Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
15th November 2020

Father Tony Kearns
Parish Office and Presbytery (04) 972 4282
Residence: 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga
Parish Administrator: Jovena Fernandez
Office hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am -1:00 pm
Email: office@olov.org.nz
Email: pp@olov.org.nz
Website: www.olov.org.nz
St Brendan’s School - Veronica Sawers (04) 939 1909

Though in LEVEL 1, we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT
TRACING for Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. Details of online preregistering
are
(via
the
Parish
website
or
https://www.picktime.com/OLOVMassAvailability. or use QR CODES displayed in
all Parish venues, or manually sign in on the CONTACT TRACING Sheets
provided.
Weekly Collection: $716.10
IN THE PARISH
Sun 15th Nov
Wed 18th Nov
Thur 19th Nov
Thur 19th Nov
Sun 22nd Nov

10:30 am
11:00 am
1:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am

Sac Prog Group Session & after Mass Rehearsal
Anointing Mass in the Pettit Centre
Anointing Mass at Stokeswood Rest Home
Parish Council Meeting
Confirmation and First Holy Communion

CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE
Over the next three weekends, 15th, 22nd & 29th, CWL will be selling raffle
tickets for a Christmas Hamper, with all proceeds to go to our missions.The
raffle will be drawn at our Christmas lunch on Wednesday, 2nd December.
We thank you for your ongoing support.
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Wednesday Dec 2nd, 12Noon, Te Marua Golf Course, $35 A Head, Pay cash On
The Day. All Welcome. Contact, Trish Leahy, On 5285161 Or 0275285161
THANK YOU! To all those women who attended the CWL Reflection Day in
Heretaunga, facilitated by Joy Cowley. A truly inspiring woman! Living in Gratitude
was the overall theme. Joy said in one of her seminars "We are Life Givers of the
Church. It is enough for us to know this. Like Mary, we are a powerful understated
presence." So wonderful to see 80 women gathering for this Reflection. The CWL
Wellington Archdiocesan Council was so pleased to present the day. Susan
Lloyd,CWLANZ Wellington Archdiocesan President
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COLUMBAN CALENDARS FOR 2021
Calendars are now available in both churches and at the Parish Office for
$12 each please hurry and secure a copy for yourself or a loved one.
CHRISTMAS CARDS - Are now on sale and are available at the
Parish Office and at both churches on Sunday. Hurry and get
yours today.

THE DEEP END
World Day of the Poor
Rising to the challenge
It is hard not to feel sorry for the third servant in today’s gospel. The first two
servants are praised for making the most of the ‘talents’ (money) given to them by
their master. In return, they are promised even greater things. The third man,
paralysed by uncertainty, buries his small amount of money in the ground instead of
doing something with it. His actions are based in fear – he has heard the master is
tough and he does not want to take any risks. At least he is able to return what he
has been given; he reasons.
But he is shocked to learn that instead of praise, or even a neutral reaction to
match his own neutral actions, he is reprimanded as ‘wicked and lazy’ and cast out.
This parable has been described as a story of ‘tragic miscalculation’. The servant
didn’t do anything awful – which is why we tend to have some sympathy for him –
but he didn’t do his best either. The real tragedy is not that he didn’t make any more
money; it is that he failed to appreciate the opportunity he had been given and to
make the most of it.
We are all dealt different cards in life, and undoubtedly some are much tougher
than others. We are like the servants in the parable who are given different
amounts of money to look after. The point is not the amount of ‘talents’ given to
each. It is not the circumstances of our lives or our natural gifts that are important,
but how we use them. Jesus was cautioning against playing it safe. Instead of
turning inwards or living in fear, we are called to meet challenges head on and
discover what wonderful things might happen.
‘Talent is like electricity. We don’t understand electricity. We use it.’ - Maya Angelou
Jane Mellet
_______________________________________________________________mellettj@gmail.com

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMME 2021
Enrolments for the 2021 Sacramental Preparation Program are
now open for those candidates who would like to receive the
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Eucharist.
Enrolment forms are available in the foyer of both churches and
the School. Though enrolments close on 12th February 2021 please endeavour to
enrol before the 18th December as this allows time over the January period to
undertake preparation work. The Programme starts on February 21st as the
Reconciliation portion happens over Lent. Any enquiries please contact Fr Tony or
Jenny Mahoney, the Sacramental Programme Co-ordinator.

FOUND - REMOTE
Following the 5:30pm Mass on Saturday 30th October a garage door
remote control was found in the foyer. If this is yours please speak to
Father Tony so we can return it to you.
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FIRST FILIPINO MASS AT OLOV THIS WEEKEND
An invitation to Filipino residents of Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
covering Heretaunga and Stokes Valley to come and be part of the
celebration of the first Filipino Mass in the Parish at 4:00 PM on 15th
November 2020 at St Francis Xavier Church, Stokes Valley. Let's all come together
to celebrate God's presence in the Eucharist. After the mass, we shall also stay for
a while to meet your Filipino brothers and sisters. Fr Marlon, Filipino Chaplaincy

ADVENT RETREAT
Friday 27TH November 2020 – Sunday 29th November 2020 with Rex
Begley and Fr. Donald Hornsey SSC – time to reflect on what’s
happened to You, our Church, our World since last Christmas.
Magnificat Retreat Centre, Cross Creek Road, Featherston. Cost $190.00.
Registration required Contact: rexandtheresabegley@gmail.com Phone: 027 545
6808 or 027 967 2299
CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE – CHANGE FOR 2020
The Liturgy Committee and Parish Council have been discussing Mass
times offered on Christmas Eve and Christmas Morning. With the reduced
attendance evident on Christmas morning it has been agreed by both
bodies to combine the previous 2 Masses on Christmas Day morning into
one. The Mass on Christmas morning will be celebrated at 9:30 am
and will alternate each year between St Francis Xavier Church and Our Lady
of Grace Church. This year 2020 the Christmas morning Mass will be celebrated
at Our Lady of Grace Church in Heretaunga. Please note that the other
celebrations – Vigil at 5:30 pm at Our Lady of Grace Heretaunga and 12:00
midnight at St Francis Xavier are unchanged.
PRESBYTERY OPEN DAY 13th DECEMBER 2020
All parishioners are invited to the Presbytery in Heretaunga for a Christmas
Open Home hosted by Fr Tony. This is a chance to say thank you to those
in the Parish who have shown hospitality in the past, and for those who
have worked during the year to make our Parish a welcoming and
expanding Family of God. Come along between 2:00pm – 4:00pm. Look forward to
seeing you there.
FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Blessings to you all. Your young and vibrant council has been
commissioned!
What has been happening? We have established a permanent school
representative on the council; completed the Safeguarding Review
Process; working with the Filipino Chaplaincy on the establishment of a Barangay
to enrich our Parish; and kicked off planning for parish/school anniversary
celebrations in 2021 (more details to follow).
We still have a few council seats vacant that we need to fill, so please get in touch if
you want to know what is involved.
Any feedback, issues or ideas, please get in touch.
Conor Healy (Chairperson) Email conorhealy26@gmail.com

NZ CATHOLIC has been named as Publication of the Year
at the Australasian Religious Press Association 2020
Awards. The November 15-28 issue of NZ Catholic is out now. Some headlines
are: Priests and bishop at pro-life street vigil. Nuncio speaks on youth, laity and
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HOLY HOUR
You are invited to a Holy Hour on Tuesday 17 November beginning at 7.30
pm in the Connolly Hall chapel, to pray for vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated life. This Holy Hour will include prayers, Scripture, singing,
times of silence and conclude with Benediction.

Pope’s vision. Memorial for young Christchurch priest killed in accident. Tauranga
couple die on same day after 66 years married.
The next issue of NZ Catholic will be published on November 29.
ECOLOGY, JUSTICE AND PEACE
Each year, on the World Day of the Poor, I reiterate this basic truth in the life of
the Church, for the poor are and always will be with us to help us welcome
Christ’s presence into our daily lives.
Pope Francis: Message for the Fourth World Day of the Poor,

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 2020: BE A NEIGHBOUR
Parishes, households, individuals and communities of the Archdiocese of
Wellington are invited to share food with a neighbour, friend, foodbank or Soup
Kitchen for the World Day of the Poor on Sunday 15 November. You might like to
invite a friend over for a meal, drop off a cake to a family, share some spring
garden vegetables, or make a donation to a foodbank or soup kitchen. Please join
with us in making a special effort to mark this day by being a neighbour. Further
information
available
on
the
Archdiocese
of
Wellington
website
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell, those
affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely and worried. We
pray also for those who have died recently including Rodrigo Pragados,
Nora Hanify, Margaret Hayes, and Sr. Mary Gordon. We also pray for
those whose anniversary occurs at this time especially Frances Dunn and Br Brian
Wanden. May they rest in peace.
Sunday Readings
15th November 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading
Prov 31: 10-13, 19-20, 30-31
Second Reading 1 Thess 5: 1-6
Gospel
Matt 25: 14-30

Sunday Readings
22nd November Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of
the Universe
First Reading
Ezek 34: 11-12, 15-17
Second Reading 1 Cor 15: 20-26, 28
Gospel
Matt 25: 31-46
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Our Lady of Grace Church 5 Palmer Crescent,
Heretaunga
Mass Times Sunday–10:30am
Weekdays Wed, Sat 9:00 am Mass, Fri 9:30 am Mass
Reconciliation – Please ring for an appointment
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Friday (during school
terms) 10.00am –6:00pm
St Francis Xavier Church 152 Stokes Valley Road, Stokes
Valley
Mass Times Weekends 5:30pm Vigil (Sat) and 8:30am
(Sun)
Samoan Community Mass 4th Sunday – 11:30 am
Weekdays– Tues, Thurs, 9:30am Mass – Wed, 9:30 am
Liturgy of the Word
Reconciliation
Please ring for an appointment
St Vincent de Paul – Heretaunga
Stokes Valley
Terry
528 6313
Gordon
938 2750
Petone Shop 568 6408
SV Shop
563 9278

SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

Bible Memory Verse
For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance.
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.
Matthew 25:29 (NIV)
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ANSWERS master gained money servant lazy talent

