Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4th October 2020
Father Tony Kearns
Parish Office and Presbytery (04) 972 4282
Residence: 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga
Parish Administrator: Jovena Fernandez
Office hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am -1:00 pm
Email: office@olov.org.nz
Email: pp@olov.org.nz
Website: www.olov.org.nz
St Brendan’s School - Veronica Sawers (04) 939 1909

With the move to LEVEL 1 in the Archdiocese of Wellington Cardinal John has
removed the suspension of Sunday Masses. As a result, our regular schedule of
Masses for both Sundays and weekdays is now in operation.
Though in LEVEL 1 we are still encouraged to continue with CONTACT TRACING
FOR Masses and other gatherings in the Parish. Details of online pre-registering
are below or use QR CODES displayed in all Parish venues, or manually sign in on
the CONTACT TRACING Sheets provided. Your assistance will help to keep us
all safe.
Restrictions retained per Cardinal John’s latest directive are
 Communion under one kind (no Precious Blood)
 Sign of Peace returns but no physical contact
 Communion in the hand only
The full text of Cardinal John’s latest directive is available in the foyer of both
churches.
NZ COVID TRACER QR CODE
We continue to encourage parishioners to co-operate in Contact Tracing
by using the booking in system for Sunday masses. Parishioners can use
QR CODE displayed in all Parish buildings the registration system (via the Parish
website or https://www.picktime.com/OLOVMassAvailability.
Weekly Collection: $ 1,660.80

IN THE PARISH
Mon 5th October
Wed 7th October
Thurs 8th October

5.30 pm Men’s Group at Silverstream Bowling Club
1.30 pm Catholic Women’s League in the Pettit Centre
7.30 pm Parish Finance Committee

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION the Holy Father Pope Francis has established
that, for the current year 2020, collection, which traditionally takes place around the
solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul on 29 June, will be transferred to the 27th
Sunday of Ordinary Time, 4 October, the memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi.
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COLUMBAN CALENDARS FOR 2021
In Limited numbers are out now and available at the Parish Office for $12
each please hurry and secure a copy for yourself or a loved one.

THE DEEP END – Creation
Today marks the end of the Season of Creation, a time to remember
that we are protectors of this earth and have been given responsibility
to care for it, not to plunder and destroy it. The parable told in the
Gospel today also speaks to this as we hear that the workers of the
vineyard have lost sight of their original agreement with the owner and, consumed
by greed, have lost their way.
Today is also the feast of St Francis of Assisi. He experienced all of God’s creation
as family: ‘Brother Sun, Sister Moon, Brother Wind, Sister Water’. He was a mystic
and a pilgrim who saw how intimately connected everything in this world really is.
The COVID 19 crisis has reminded all of us of this deep interconnection; what
happens in one part of the world affects us all as we share one common humanity
and live together on a common home.
During the days of lockdown many of us became more aware of simple things like
birdsong, trees, flowers, the earth resting. Pope Francis says that this deeper
awareness, ‘takes us to the heart of what it is to be human’ and gives us an
opportunity to regain a sense of awe and wonder for creation. ‘Just as happens
when we fall in love with someone, whenever St Francis would gaze at the sun, the
moon or the smallest of animals, he burst into song.’ (Laudato Si’, 11). The roots of
the environmental crisis are deeply spiritual. As we bring this Season of Creation to
a close, let it be a spring-board into contemplation and action where our
relationship with God’s creation is concerned. This is an urgent call. And one which
faith communities have a responsibility to respond to. ‘Truly much can be done!’
(Laudato Si’, 180).
Jane Mellett
_______________________________________________________________mellettj@gmail.com

NOVEMBER – REMEMBERING THE BELOVED DEAD
During the month of November, it is our custom to remember those God
has called through the gates of death to eternal life. Pages are available in
the foyer to record those family and friends whom you would like to pray for
at each Mass celebrated in the Parish during November.
A box is also available to collect specific requests for Masses to be said for
their intentions.
On All Souls Day, November 2nd, a Special Mass of Remembrance will be
celebrated in St Francis Xavier Church, Stokes Valley, at 7:30 pm for the deceased,
and especially for those who have died in the last twelve months. All are welcome
to attend.

NZ CATHOLIC
The latest version of NZ Catholic is being made available free
of charge to you. A cover graphic is also attached to assist in this. The link to the
free issue is
https://indd.adobe.com/view/698d4346-8ba8-465b-9b90-c612e4d57a8c
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
The new Parish Council met on Thursday and new officers have been appointed
Chairperson
Conor Healy
Deputy Chairperson
Darrell Mellow
Secretary
Lagi Aukusitino
Congratulation to all and we look for to an interesting and challenging
year for the new Parish Council

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ 2020 ELECTION STATEMENT
A copy of the Catholic Bishops’ 2020 Election Statement is available on the
website. Printed copies are available in both church foyers. We encourage
you to take the time to read this document, reflect on it and make a
considered choice of how you will vote in the upcoming General Election.
The Statement online here: www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Uploads/Catholic-BishopsElection-Statement-2020.pdf A media statement about it is online:
www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/bishops-election-statement-2020/
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) This program,
for adults who would like to know more about the Catholic Faith will
begin with two Introductory/Welcome sessions. These are opportunities
for those interested in joining the Catholic Church family to come along
and find out a little about the RCIA programme and to ask questions. The
Introductory Sessions are on Wednesday the 14th October and 21stth October
at 7:30 pm in the Meeting Room of Our Lady of Grace Church in Heretaunga. This
program is designed for those wishing to become Catholic. If you or a friend would
like to join this program please join us on the 30th August or phone: Fr Tony 972
4282 or Liz McCaul 527 3211
VENERABLE SUZANNE AUBERT CELEBRATION SUNDAY OCT 4th
This Sunday we remember and celebrate the spirituality and good works
of Venerable Suzanne Aubert. Today we can take time to reflect on what
this remarkable woman achieved here in Aotearoa/New Zealand and be inspired
and encouraged as we hope and pray that she will soon be formally recognised by
the church as New Zealand’s first Saint.
Cardinal John Dew received a letter last month from the president of the Causes for
Saints, confirming the cure attributed to Suzanne’s alleged intercession is being
closely examined in Rome. If the cure is accepted as miraculous, she will be
beatified and known as Blessed.
One can only wonder what Suzanne Aubert would say about the COVID-19
pandemic but we know she would be working at the coalface ensuring all were
cared for during this time of upheaval and stress. Her wairua lives on in the work of
the Sisters of Compassion and their co-workers today.
The Sisters have launched a special video project design for students. Video link
https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/ii0SqRXQzG
Please pray for her beatification and eventual canonisation. And, let us remember
her constant prayer. “Thanks be to God for all He has done and is doing for us.”

WHEN SUICIDE COMES TO CHURCH
A workshop specifically designed for clergy, chaplains, pastoral workers, lay
preachers and youth ministers with award winning suicidologist Barry Taylor
to be held at St Andrew’s on the Terrace on Tuesday 24 November. The early
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FAREWELL TO THE CAPUCHIN FRIARS
All are invited to a Farewell and Thanksgiving Mass for the Capuchin
Friars who are withdrawing from work in the Wellington Archdiocese at
the end of 2020. The Friars have been involved in Parish and Mission
work since 1958. The Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 18th October
9.30 a.m. at St Patrick’s Church, Childers Tce, Kilbirnie, Wellington followed by a
cup of tea in the Church Hall.

bird price is $115 +GST and includes morning and afternoon tea and lunch.
Register online through Eventbrite for further information 04 905 6145 /
registra3on@tmtc.co.nz
BE INFORMED ABOUT THE END OF LIFE CHOICE ACT REFERENDUM:

• The Act only requires a doctor to “do their best to ensure that the
person expresses their wish free from pressure.” However, the Act fails
to outline how this happens. Doctors are not trained to detect coercion and are
further limited in their ability to detect coercion because, unlike the Netherlands,
they cannot interview others without the patient’s permission.
• Requests for an assisted death are often motivated by depression, something that
is also extremely difficult to detect. There is no mandatory screening for depression
in the Act.
• In the Netherlands and Belgium, disabled people and people who are mentally ill
were not initially eligible. However, assisted death is now offered to people with
mental illnesses and dementia, and to disabled people. The same changes will
likely happen here.
The EOLC Act is badly drafted and seriously flawed. Whatever one’s views
about the idea of euthanasia, it is not ‘compassion’ to vote for a dangerous
law. See www.riskylaw.nz or www.votesafe.nz or www.carealliance.org,nz or
www.nathaniel.org.nz
Sunday Readings
4th October 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading
Is 5:1-7
Second Reading
Phil 4: 6-9
Gospel
Matt 21: 33-43

Sunday Readings
11th October 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading
Is 25: 6-10
Second Reading Phil 4: 12-14, 19-20
Gospel
Matt 22: 1-14

Our Lady of Grace Church 5 Palmer Crescent,
Heretaunga
Mass Times Sunday–10:30am
Weekdays
Wed, Sat 9:00 am Mass, Fri 9:30 am
Mass
Reconciliation – Please ring for an appointment
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Friday (during
school terms) 10.00am –6:00pm
St Francis Xavier Church 152 Stokes Valley Road,
Stokes Valley
Mass Times Weekends 5:30pm Vigil (Sat) and
8:30am (Sun)
Samoan Community Mass 4th Sunday – 11:30 am
Weekdays– Tues, Thurs, 9:30am Mass – Wed, 9:30 am
Liturgy of the Word
Reconciliation
Please ring for an appointment
St Vincent de Paul – Heretaunga
Stokes
Valley
Terry
528 6313
Gordon
938 2750
Petone Shop 568 6408
SV Shop
563 9278

Page4

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell, those affected
by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely and worried. We pray also for
those who have died recently including Sr. Mary Elizabeth Sherry, David
Coleman, John Muollo, John Spavin, Diane Trillo. We also pray for those whose
anniversary occurs at this time. May they rest in peace.

SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNG ONES
THE PARABLE OF THE TENANTS
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“But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will
reverence my son. But whenthe husbandmen saw the son, they said among
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance.”
MATTHEW 21:37-38
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AND THE OLDER ONES TOO

