Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
13th September 2020
Father Tony Kearns
Parish Office and Presbytery (04) 972 4282
Residence: 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga
Parish Administrator: Jovena Fernandez
Office hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am -1:00 pm
Email: office@olov.org.nz
Email: pp@olov.org.nz
Website: www.olov.org.nz
St Brendan’s School - Veronica Sawers (04) 939 1909

Cardinal John has permitted WEEKDAY MASSES to resume but SUNDAY
MASSES because of the 100-attendee limit remain SUSPENDED until the
move to LEVEL 1.

For Our Lady of the Valleys Parish the effect on our Service Timetable is as
follows:
th
 Weekday masses at 9:00 am Saturday 12 at Our Lady of Grace
Church will be celebrated
 SUNDAY Mass at St Francis Xavier Church at 5:30pm Saturday
evening will NOT proceed while we are still at LEVEL 2
 SUNDAY Mass at St Francis Xavier Church at 8:30 am Sunday
will NOT proceed while we are still at LEVEL 2
 SUNDAY Mass at Our Lady of Grace Church at 10:30am will
NOT proceed while we are still at LEVEL 2
th
th
 Weekday Mass on Tuesday 15 and Thursday 17 at 9:30 am at St
Francis Xavier will be celebrated
th
 Anointing Mass at 11:00 am Wednesday 16 at Pettit Centre will be
celebrated
th
 Weekday Mass at 9:30 am Friday 18 at Our Lady of Grace Church
will be celebrated. If at LEVEL 1 there WILL be Adoration this
week.
th
 Weekday masses at 9:00 am Saturday 19 at Our Lady of Grace
Church will be celebrated
SATURDAY 19th/SUNDAY 20th If Wellington region moves to
LEVEL 1 Sunday Masses will again be celebrated PLEASE
REMEMBER TO pre-book as before – see below
online

MASSES ON FREE TO AIR TV
ShineTV broadcasts a Mass at2:00pm each Sunday afternoon Freeview Ch25 or on
Sky Ch201
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ONLINE MASSES
Auckland on Sunday from 7am there will be Mass
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/
St Joseph’s Upper Hutt Live Streaming – 9 am Mass online
www.facebook.com/StJosephsParishUH
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQFNBOfGXBmuf75T3HAYlMQ

NZ COVID TRACER QR CODE
We continue to encourage parishioners to co-operate in Contact Tracing
by using the booking in system for Sunday masses. Parishioners can use
QR CODE displayed in all Parish buildings the registration system (via the Parish
website or https://www.picktime.com/OLOVMassAvailability.
IN THE PARISH
Wed 16th Sept
Thurs 17th Sept

11:00 am Mass with Anointing Pettit Centre
9:30 am Mass at St Francis Church
7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting
There will be NO 9.00 am Mass at OLOG on the 16th
THERE WILL BE MASS AT 9.30 AM AT SFX ON THE 17TH OF SEPTEMBER
Weekly Collection: $ 884.00



THE DEEP END – Infinitely loved
The parable of the unforgiving servant highlights the generous
love of God and sets a blueprint for our treatment of others. The
master who cancels the servant’s large debt does so out of
compassion, and the servant is grateful – but not so grateful that he is willing
to take pity on a fellow servant who owes him just a small amount. It seems
he has learnt nothing; he has neither appreciated the gift he has been given,
nor is he willing to pass it on to others.
We are each loved infinitely by God. He has provided us with every good
thing, and we are expected to live accordingly. Because we have been loved,
we must love. In this Season of Creation we focus in particular on our
relationship with creation. We have been gifted with this wonderful world, with
all its beauty and natural resources. Yet in so many ways, we have failed to
appreciate this gift. We depend entirely on the earth’s resources, yet instead
of respecting them we have plundered them, causing great harm to the earth
and its inhabitants. We have built comfortable and cheap lifestyles at the
expense of the world’s poorest people. If we carry on this way, there will be
no gift to pass on to future generations. We are like the servant in the gospel
– taking, but giving nothing in return.
Today, we are called to act as people who are loved infinitely by God. All of
creation speaks of God’s love for us. We are deeply connected with the earth
and all of its people. We must live a life which is not centred exclusively on
ourselves, but on the needs of others.
‘Creation can only be understood as a gift from the outstretched hand of the
Father of all, and as a reality illuminated by the love which calls us together
into universal communion.’
(Pope Francis, Laudato Si’)
COLUMBAN CALENDARS FOR 2021
In Limited numbers are out now and available at the Parish Office
for $12 each please hurry and secure a copy for yourself or a
loved one.
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____________________________________________________________Triona Doherty

CELEBRATION
OF
THE
SACRAMENT
OF
TH
CONFIRMATION – 20 OF SEPTEMBER POSTPONED
It is with sadness that we announce that the Sacrament of
Confirmation will be deferred from the 20th of September
until Sunday the 22nd of November and will be offered as
part of First Holy Communion celebrations. This decision has been made as
a result of the disruption the current programme preparation due to COVID 19
limitations. We ask for understanding and support in this decision.
Please NOTE the children’s session and rehearsal has been cancelled this
weekend.
CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ 2020 ELECTION STATEMENT
A copy of the Catholic Bishops’ 2020 Election Statement is
being emailed out today and is also available on the
website. Printed copies will be available soon in both
churches. We encourage you to take the time to read this document, reflect
on it and make a considered choice of how you will vote in the upcoming
General Election.

COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND SIGN OF PEACE
Some parishioners have expressed concern regarding the way
during the LEVEL ONE Stage of COVID restrictions that the Sign
of Peace is expressed at Masses.
The way people express the Sign of Peace has always been an
individual choice. Some people hug, some people shake hands, others
acknowledge the other person with a bow, a wave or some other form. Some
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Parish Annual General Meeting went ahead last Sunday
at 2:00pm. Thanks to all took the time to attend the meeting
and to those who shared their concerns and ideas with the
meeting. As per the published agenda the minutes of the 2019 agenda were
confirmed, the 2020 Annual Report was tabled and accepted.
Along with this newsletter please find the Cardinal’s latest
correspondence relating to the issue of the Church and Presbytery
Review undertaken last year.
In short, the Cardinal accepted the recommendations of the Parish to retain,
at this stage the two churches, and facilities used by the Parish at both
Stokes Valley and Heretaunga, along with the social housing we currently
provide to the community.
The nomination of Ahmed Hemady as a Parish Councillor was accepted and
the Parish Council given the mandate to co-opt more members to fill two
current vacancies.
The meeting saw the retirement of 3 present Councillors, Michael Jonassen,
John O’Malley and the current Chairperson Prue von Keisenberg. The
meeting expressed it’s thanks to the three retirees for the work that they had
done over their tenure and wished them well for the future.

choose to pray quietly at that time for the gift of peace. Each person was
expressing the spirit of the Sign of Peace in a way that was appropriate for
them.
The Sign of Peace was suspended as per Cardinal John’s direction while we
were in Level 2 and public Masses we re-instated. This the Parish observed.
On 14th July the Cardinal again wrote out regarding moving to Level 1 setting
out further guidelines for celebrating public Masses. Included in that letter
were the instructions that the Sign of Peace could return but that parishioners
should feel free to exchange the Sign of Peace but should not feel obliged to
shake hands but acknowledge one another in ways that they feel most
comfortable. This message was shared with the Parish and published in the
weekly newsletter on 19th July and mentioned by me at the Sunday Masses.
With this background the concerns expressed by some parishioners are valid
and ALL parishioners are encouraged to make choices that keep themselves
safe in this time of COVID-19. We would support any choice individuals
make around the way they share the peace Christ in a way that is
comfortable for them and the people to whom the Sign is offered.
The overriding factor for each person to keep themselves safe. Some may
choose not to engage in a physical expression of the Sign of Peace as some
parishioners have yet to return to Sunday Mass for personal reasons. In both
these cases and others, understanding is to be encouraged as people make
the right choice for them to keep themselves safe in the different and
sometimes difficult times. Whatever people decide we should accept their
choice as appropriate as our own personal choice.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) This
program, for adults who would like to know more about the Catholic
Faith will begin with two Introductory/Welcome sessions. These are
opportunities for those interested in joining the Catholic Church family to
come along and find out a little about the RCIA programme and to ask
questions. The Introductory Sessions are on Wednesday the 14th
October and 21stth October at 7:30 pm in the Meeting Room of Our Lady of
Grace Church in Heretaunga. This program is designed for those wishing to
become Catholic. If you or a friend would like to join this program please join
us on the 30th August or phone: Fr Tony 972 4282 or Liz McCaul 527 3211

Nau Mai Haere Mai
“COME AND SEE”
Come and explore a vocation with the Sisters of Mercy on Saturday 10th Oct
2020 from 9.30am – 2.00pm at St Anne’s Parish Hall, 22 Emmett Street,
Newtown
RSVP for Catering and for more information
Sr Fatima - vocations@mercy.org.nz - Ph 021 084 29440
Sr Linda - vocations@mercy.org.nz Ph 021 263 0439
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ECOLOGY, JUSTICE AND PEACE
Each act of forgiveness fixes the cracks in the house and strengthens its
walls.
Pope Francis: General Audience 4 November 2015

PARISHIONER UPDATES AND NEWSLETTER – do you know
someone who is not currently receiving the email version of the
Parishioner Newsletter or the emails we occasionally send out,
and would like to? Please ask them to email the parish office at
office@olov.org.nz to be added to our database
HUMAN LOVE IN THE DIVINE PLAN (Theology of the Body)
First intake in Wellington! Course for Adults (18 years up) on September 19 &
20 (Saturday and Sunday) Venue: Challenge 2000, 1 Wanaka St,
Johnsonville, Wellington. General Registration: $50.00. (closes three days
before
the
event)
Contact
0220289737
or
email
info@marriageandfamily.org.nz.
For
information,
visit:
www.marriageandfamily.org.nz
Sunday Readings
13th September 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading
Sirach 27:30 – 28:7
Second Reading
Rom 14: 7-9
Gospel
Matt 18: 21-35

Sunday Readings
20th September 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading
Isaiah 55: 6-9
Second Reading Phil 1: 20-24, 27
Gospel
Matt 20: 1-16

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell, those
affected by the COVID-19 virus, and those who are lonely and worried.
We pray also for those who have died recently including John Spavin,
Diane Trillo. We also pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this
time especially Annie Morris. May they rest in peace.
Our Lady of Grace Church 5 Palmer Crescent, Heretaunga
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Mass Times
Sunday–10:30am
Weekdays Wed, Sat 9:00 am Mass, Fri 9:30 am
Mass
Reconciliation – Please ring for an appointment
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Friday
(during school terms) 10.00am –6:00pm
St Francis Xavier Church 152 Stokes Valley
Road, Stokes Valley
Mass Times Weekends 5:30pm Vigil (Sat) and
8:30am (Sun)
Samoan Community Mass 4th Sunday – 11:30
am
Weekdays– Tues, Thurs, 9:30am Mass – Wed,
9:30 am Liturgy of the Word
Reconciliation Please
ring
for
an
appointment
St Vincent de Paul – Heretaunga Stokes
Valley
Terry
528 6313 Gordon
938 2750
Petone Shop 568 6408 SV Shop
563 9278

1.

Let each of us pray for the Church community: that as God forgives
our failings, we may forgive others.
(PAUSE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER)
In faith we pray.

2.

Let each of us pray for Christian parents: that by living Christ-like lives,
they may show good example to their children.
(PAUSE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER)
In faith we pray.

3.

Let each of us pray for those in prison: that they may seek forgiveness
for their past lives, and work with Christ's grace, for a new beginning.
(PAUSE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER)
In faith we pray.

4.

Let each of us pray for sincerity in the sign of peace that we share
during Mass today.
(PAUSE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER)
In faith we pray.

5.

Let each of us pray for our faith community: that we may learn true
forgiveness and show others that we live for God.
(PAUSE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER)
In faith we pray.

6.

Let each of us pray for those gone before us in faith: that God, who is
forgiving, will welcome them to heaven, especially John Spavin and
Diane Trillo. We also pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this
time
(PAUSE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER)
In faith we pray.
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
13th September 2020

Be informed about the End of Life Choice Act Referendum:
• The End of Life Choice Act is not an option of ‘last resort’. It will not just
apply to the ‘exceptionally difficult cases’. It does not require that a person
first make use of available treatments or counselling, nor that they first
receive palliative care. A person does not need to be in physical pain.
• If euthanasia becomes legal in NZ, people will access it because they think
they lack other choices. Even though quality palliative care is effective, there
is no corresponding legal right to access palliative care. Under current law,
people can already say ‘no’ to treatments and can receive whatever level of
pain relief they need. These days, no-one need die in pain.
The EOLC Act is badly drafted and seriously flawed. Whatever one’s
views about the idea of euthanasia, it is not ‘compassion’ to vote for a
dangerous law.
See www.riskylaw.nz or www.votesafe.nz or www.carealliance.org,nz or
www.nathaniel.org.nz
Authorised by John Kleinsman, 15 Guildford Terrace, Thorndon, Wellington

Page7

Be informed about the End of Life Choice Act Referendum:
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apply to the ‘exceptionally difficult cases’. It does not require that a
person first make use of available treatments or counselling, nor that
they first receive palliative care. A person does not need to be in
physical pain.
• If euthanasia becomes legal in NZ, people will access it because they
think they lack other choices. Even though quality palliative care is
effective, there is no corresponding legal right to access palliative care.
Under current law, people can already say ‘no’ to treatments and can
receive whatever level of pain relief they need. These days, no-one need
die in pain.
The EOLC Act is badly drafted and seriously flawed. Whatever
one’s views about the idea of euthanasia, it is not ‘compassion’ to
vote for a dangerous law.
See
www.riskylaw.nz
or
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or
www.carealliance.org,nz or www.nathaniel.org.nz
Authorised by John Kleinsman, 15 Guildford Terrace, Thorndon,
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Binding Referendum Question
Do you support the End of Life Choice Act 2019 coming into

“
force?”
What is the End of Life Choice Act 2019 Referendum about?
If passed, the End of Life Choice Act 2019 (EOLC Act) will make assisted
suicide or euthanasia available to competent people with a terminal illness who
are 18 or over, and are thought to have six months or less to live and are in an
advanced state of irreversible decline and experience “unbearable suffering that
cannot be relieved in a way the person considers tolerable”.
The group most at risk if we legalise euthanasia and assisted suicide are
those vulnerable to the suggestion they would be ‘better off dead’ – our
elders, disabled people, and people with depression and mental illness who find
themselves fitting the eligibility criteria.
The specific wording of the referendum question is important. We are not being
asked to vote on the idea or desirability of euthanasia. Rather, we are
being asked to vote on the robustness of a specific law.
A group of more than 200 lawyers, some of whom support euthanasia, are
opposed to the EOLC Act because it is a badly drafted, dangerous law that is
broader and riskier than comparable laws.

Why are people voting ‘NO’ to the End of Life Choice Act (including many
supporters of euthanasia)?

It is not just for the ‘exceptional’ hard cases – up to 25,000 people annually
will be eligible under this law.

It is not an option of last resort – it does not require that a person first make
use of available treatments.

A person as young as 18 can end their life without telling a family member
or other significant person.

There is no mandatory stand-down or cooling off period in the EOLC Act as
there is in other countries - under the proposed NZ law, a person could be
dead less than 4 days after diagnosis.

Unlike overseas laws, the EOLC Act does not require independent
witnesses in the decision process.

A person does not need to be competent when they make the final decision
to die, unlike overseas laws.
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The End of Life Choice Act 2019 is NOT about the following things that are
already legal in New Zealand:
 Turning off life support – already legal and available.
 Refusing treatment – already legal and available.
 ‘Do not resuscitate’ orders – already legal and available.
 Administering medication to relieve pain – to the point of sedating a person if
required – already legal.














There is no process for effectively detecting pressure or coercion – a doctor
simply has to ‘do their best’.
There is no screening for depression and no requirement to assess or
provide mental health support.
A person with a terminal illness does not need to be in pain to avail
themselves of this law.
It does not provide for a legal right to access palliative care – overseas,
people are choosing assisted death because of a lack of other choices.
Palliative care is not yet universally accessible in New Zealand.
Prognosis is always a guess. Doctors cannot predict how long a person
with a life-limiting illness might live. Many people with a prognosis of less
than six months go on to live full lives for years.
It will not protect our elders who are the victims of abuse, mostly from their
own families. Elder abuse affects 10% of our elders and continues to rise.
Key medical groups, including the New Zealand Medical Association,
Hospice New Zealand, Palliative Care Nurses and Palliative Medicine
Doctors all oppose the EOLC Act as unsafe.
Overseas trends show that an increase in non-assisted suicides cannot be
ruled out.
The Act cannot be changed to make it safer. If the Referendum passes,
it will be enacted as it stands.

Conclusion: The EOLC Act is badly drafted and seriously flawed. Whatever
one’s views about the idea of euthanasia, it is not ‘compassion’ to vote for
a dangerous law.
For more information see: www.nathaniel.org.nz or www.riskylaw.nz or
www.votesafe.nz or www.hospice.org.nz/resources/end-of-life-choice-act-ourconcerns/euthanasia-our-opinion/
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Authorised by John Kleinsman, The Nathaniel Centre for Bioethics, 15 Guildford
Terrace, Wellington 502
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FOR THE YOUNG ONES
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SOMETHING FOR THE OLDER ONES TOO

