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THE DEEP END This week marks the fifth anniversary of the publication of Pope
Francis’ encyclical on Care for Our Common Home. Catholic
communities worldwide have been asked to celebrate Laudato Si’
Week in some way from 16 to 24 May. Laudato Si is a beautiful document,
inspired by the words of St Francis of Assisi, ‘Praise be to you, my Lord,
through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who
produces various fruit with coloured flowers and herbs.’ In this document,
Pope Francis asks us to listen to the cry of the earth, to really awaken to
what is happening to God’s creation. We live in extraordinary times, where
vast ecosystems are being destroyed and global warming poses a threat to
life, all due to human activity. Young people are calling on us to take action
in order to ensure a sustainable future for all.
In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis says that this environmental crisis is, in reality,
a spiritual crisis, because we have forgotten who we are and where we
come from. We need a conversion of heart where our relationship with
nature is concerned. He invites us to re-awaken a child-like sense of awe
and wonder and to remember that ‘the entire material universe speaks of
God’s love... soil, water, mountains: everything is a caress of God’ (LS 84).
In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: ‘This is the Spirit of truth… He abides with
you and He will be in you.’ Let us begin again to see God present within
ourselves, in others and in all of creation. We start here, for we will only
protect what we love. How will you celebrate Laudato Si’ week this week in
your home and in your parish community? Over the past weeks of selfiisolating bubbles many of us have spent time in our gardens, tidying,
refreshing, caring. Perhaps as the times of isolating come to an end and we
move into Level 2 we could each spend time in nature, plant a tree, sit under
a tree, enjoy the weather and perhaps read Laudato Si’…
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papafrancesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf

ST BRENDAN’S FEAST DAY
On Saturday our Parish School marks its patronal feast day
of St Brendan. A celebratory Mass was to be held this
Friday but due to Level 3 restrictions this has been
cancelled. Parishioners are invited on Saturday to offer a
prayer for the feast day asking a blessing on the students, staff, and families
that are part of the St Brendan’s community. Click here for more about St
Brendan https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brendan
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IN THE PARISH
AS PER CARDINAL JOHN DIRECTIVE ALL PARISH GATHERINGS
CONTINUE TO BE SUSPENDED LEVEL 2
Last Monday the Government has announced details of the move to
LEVEL 2 on Thursday, which freed up some of the restrictions around
movement of people and bubbles. While there was some increase in
the number allowed to gather, and businesses re-opened on Thursday
Church gatherings for the following two weeks would be limited to 10.
Because of this limitation it has been decided NOT to offered public
liturgies in churches during this time. (See updated letters from
Cardinal John and the NZ Catholic Bishops Conference this week)
The Parish Council and Liturgy Committee have been discussing when
and how the re-commencement of Masses in the Parish will happen.
The Parish Council and Finance Committee have been meeting over
the past few days to work out the strategy for the Parish to provide a
safe, hygienic and responsible physical environment in which we can
gather again. Only when we are able to do this will the Parish recommence Masses under the COVID-19 Government restrictions and
following the advice of Cardinal John and the NZ Catholic Bishops.
Once these strategies /procedures have been formulated we will
advise how they will impact on the way we do things here at Our Lady
of the Valleys Parish.
Any implementation/change to the current restrictions on offering public
liturgies will of course be dependent on Government announcements
and guidelines. We will try to keep you informed on changes as soon
as possible through emails and other social media outlets.
As this bulletin is only be published by direct email to you, and on our
website, we are aware that there may be parishioners out in your local
community who are not on the internet. Please, please if you know
these people please share this information with them.
In the meantime please keep yourselves safe, praying that we will
gather again safely.
At present the CURRENT LEVEL 2 restrictions continue to be in place
with no public Masses this weekend or next week. With you we await
announcements from the Government and the Bishops.

WARNING - a scam message is being sent to
some people in Cardinal John’s name seeking
$500 iTunes cards. This has also happened to
some of the other New Zealand bishops.
Please do not respond to it as the message
does not come from him.
NZ CATHOLIC
Here is a link to the third digital edition of NZ Catholic.
https://indd.adobe.com/view/a27756d2-341a-4d87-a28ecdbf07465386
VIRTUAL CONGREGATION
Yes our virtual congregation is still
growing with a couple of new families
joining us ‘in the pews’ at the Sunday
celebration at Our Lady of Grace Church.
Welcome to the new attendees. Even
moving to Level 2 it is likely that this
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congregation will continue to
‘attend’ over the next couple of
Sunday.
This is picture of the church was
taken as I celebrated the Mass on
Vocations Sunday. Though no
physical attendance was possible,
the church was full with our virtual
congregation. This congregation
will be maintained until the virtual becomes a reality and we return to a real
congregation when our isolation period ends.
So please continue to send in your photos to the Parish Office and ‘join me’
in prayer at 10:30 am each Sunday morning.

RESOURCES FOR AN UNUSUAL TIME
Masses available on television: For those who do not have access to
YouTube, Sunday Masses will be shown on Shine TV; found on Freeview
channel 25 or, if you have Sky, channel 201. Watch on Sundays - 1.35 pm
Sunday Mass celebrations: - streamed online along with Christian resources
from The Wellington Cathedral of the Sacred Heart (with links to other
Sunday Masses) https://mcshwellington.org/on-line-liturgies/
- 9.30am, Our Lady of Kapiti Parish, with Fr Michael McCabe
https://kapiti-catholic.org.nz/
- 9.30am, St Theresa’s Parish Plimmerton, Mass Sunday–Friday with Fr
Maurice Carmody, on YouTube channel. http://www.plimmertoncatholic.org.nz/
Weekday Mass with Pope Francis in his private chapel in Rome - 7pm (NZ
time) http://www.catholictv.org/shows/pope-francis-daily-mass
The Archdiocese of Wellington website is adding resources almost daily. Try
links:
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/
and
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_community/resources-for-an-unusualtime/
You may like to connect to Cardinal John’s Face Book page
https://www.facebook.com/CardinalJohnDew/posts/3149695908414563
“NEED HELP – OFFER HELP’ –
A COVID-19 Response: Contact details for groups within the
Archdiocese of Wellington who are meeting needs and offering
social services to support wellbeing during the lockdown is
available on the Archdiocese of Wellington website page "Need
help, offer help":
www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_community/need-help-offer-help/
This
webpage also includes details of how people can contribute, which is
primarily through financial donations at this time, when goods are unable to
be offered. Catholic social services (04-385-8642) social workers can also
assist in connecting people to appropriate services. The page is regularly
updated - please email l.beech@wn.catholic.org.nz with any updates.

• • A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall.
Music will follow.
• At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be "What Is Hell?"
– come early and listen to our choir practice.
• Our youth basketball team is back in action Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. in the recreation
hall. Come out and watch us kill Christ the King.
• Miss Charlene Mason sang, "I will not pass this way again," giving obvious pleasure to
the congregation.
• "Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth
keeping around the house. Don't forget your husbands."
• The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the Water." The sermon tonight: "Searching
for Jesus."
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Actual Announcements from Church Bulletins (not from our bulletin I
hope)

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
If you normally support the Parish financial with weekly donations at
Sunday Mass and would still like to continue to donate, you can
either place your donation into the letter-slot beside the front door of
the presbytery, or do an internet banking deposit directly into the
Parish bank account To arrange to move to Automatic Payment
method please contact the Parish Office who will make
arrangements for this. Thanks to those envelope givers who have alreadt provided
funds via internet banking. This is much appreciated.
Our Bank Account Details are
BNZ 02 0772 0070279 00
Our Lady of the Valleys Parish
Please include your Surname on the deposit and if you usually donate using
Planned Giving Envelopes please include three digit number printed on your
envelopes in the REFERENCE portion so your donation can be recorded for Tax
Donation purposes.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER all who are sick and unwell
especially Mary Duncan, those affected by the COVID-19 virus, and
those who are lonely and worried. We pray also for those who have
died recently including Shirley Quinn, Thomas Knapp, Nigel
Hoffman, Alan Ford, Ana Taulanioa Nasalio, and Eti (John) Sili. We
also pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time. May they rest in
peace.
Sunday Readings
23rd May Ascension Sunday
First Reading
Acts 1:1-11
Second Reading
Eph 1:17-23
Gospel
Matt 28:16-20
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Sunday Readings
17th May Sixth Sunday of Easter
First Reading
Acts 6:1-7
Second Reading
1 Peter 2:2-9
Gospel
John 14:1-12
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